


Ronald E. McNair was born October 21, 1950, 
in Lake City, South Carolina. McNair was a 
member of  Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc. 

In 1976, he received his Ph.D. in physics from 
the Massachusetts Institute of  Technology 
under guidance of  Professor Michael Feld 
becoming nationally recognized for his work 
in the field of  laser physics.

The McNair program was established by the 
U.S. Department of  Education and named for 
astronaut and Challenger space shuttle crew 
member Ronald McNair. 
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What is McNair?
• Funded by Congress through the Department of  Education

• Eastern’s TRiO McNair Scholar Program began in 1995

• Purpose: To prepare low-income, first generation and/or 
underrepresented students for success in doctoral programs.

• Since 1995: 
• 13 have earned Ph.D.'s
• 93 have completed their Master’s Degree
• 88 are currently enrolled in Graduate School

→Out of  88, 37 are working for their Ph.D.
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“Whether or not you reach 
your goals in life depends 
entirely on how well you 

prepare for them and how 
badly you want them. You’re 

eagles! Stretch your wings 
and fly to the sky!”

-Ronald E. McNair
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NCUR
“Before you can make a 

dream come true, you must 
first have one.”

-Ronald E. McNair



Jose Mendez

Growing up, I personally felt that I would never really go anywhere in life. After high school I attended a year 
of college, and soon after entered the workforce. I ultimately sought  employment at a school district in the 
City of Grandview. I soon discovered the social injustices that were adamantly portrayed within education at 
the high school level, where capable but marginalized students shared with me their reasons for behavioral 
issues, issues with gang membership, and absences for multiple reasons. This sparked my interest in the 
criminal justice system and equality for those who are unfairly treated on an everyday basis. Eventually this 
and the birth of my children gave me ambition to pursue an Associate’s Degree, after which I applied to 
Eastern Washington University and was accepted in 2011. I remember one staff member in particular, Dr. 
Christina Torres Garcia, current director of the McNair Scholar Program, who I first met at my community 
college. While her class was difficult, it challenged my critical thinking and most of all compelled me to speak 
with her about first pursuing a master’s degree. At Eastern, it was with her inspiration and persistence, as well 
as the services of the McNair Scholar Program,  that I am now pursuing a doctoral degree.

The TRiO McNair Program has significantly impacted my life, my future and the opportunities of education 
beyond bachelor’s degree in pursuit of a PhD. It changed the way I view my persona and what I am capable of 
as a student.



Grace Cooper

My family has always been a support for me, but I must admit there have been limitations to this support. 
Being that we are a low income family with no background in higher education, I was not exposed to the social 
capital that is essential to succeed in careers that require post-secondary education. However, in spite of all the 
trials, it has been a mutual love that bonded all of us and allowed me to be a successful first generation college 
student.

During my second year at Eastern Washington University, I enrolled in the course Introduction to Chicano 
Studies taught by Dr. Christina Torres Garcia, who is also the director of the TRiO McNair Scholar Program. 
For this class, I wrote a research paper in which I explored the lives of Selena Pérez and Ritchie Valens and 
their careers in the mainstream music industry. Dr. Torres Garcia recommended I enter my paper in the 
upcoming student symposium and with her guidance I submitted my paper. After my presentation, I developed 
a craving for research and knowledge. Dr. Torres Garcia showed me how the McNair Program could satisfy 
that craving, and with her encouragement I applied and was accepted. 

Being a TRiO student has given me the motivation and encouragement that is necessary to tackle the academic 
and emotional challenges that come with transforming myself into a scholar. I now know that I will only be 
content through obtaining a PhD in anthropology and maintaining an active role in the field. TRiO has 
provided me with the knowledge and skills I will need to be successful in all my future career endeavors. 



Bina Walker

My parents are originally from India. They came to the United States in 1975, neither had the opportunity to 
complete a university degree. My sister and I will be the first in our family to graduate from a 4-year 
institution, and I am the first to pursue graduate school. The main challenge that I had was applying to college. 
Both my parents told me that education was important; however they lacked the knowledge to teach me what 
that actually entailed.  My sister was the one who encouraged me to apply to college. It was one of the happiest 
days of my life when I got the acceptance packet from EWU. 

TRiO has greatly impacted my success in college. The TRiO McNair Program at Eastern has allowed me to do 
research, which has helped me to enlighten my parents on what I am learning about women's rights in India. I 
am also able to educate them on the history of the United States, the women in the US, and other things that I 
have learned throughout my courses at EWU. Anytime I needed assistance, a support group, or someone to talk 
to, McNair has been there. They have taught me how to write a CV, how to construct an abstract, how to 
contact professors, and also they have provided opportunities to present my McNair research. 

My goal is to receive a PhD. TRiO McNair has given me the tools to achieve my goal. My hope for the future 
is that I can attain a PhD so my children can know that women are capable of attaining PhDs and can have 
positions just like men. 



Lateasha Lewis

My family is everything to me. I grew up in a single parent household, however, I still maintained a great 
relationship with my dad. My family is my backbone and without them pushing me I would have not 
achieved some of the goals I have completed today.

A challenge I have faced is working two jobs while attending school full time. Sometimes it gets hard and 
all I want to do is give up. However, I know that all the hard work I am doing today will pay off in the 
future. I think being a first generational student, you definitely have more challenges. You don't really 
know what to expect until you get here and even once you're in college it still can be difficult to properly 
navigate the system.

A goal that I have is to become a better writer. The McNair program has prepared me with all the skills I 
need to be a better writer. There are so many resources the TRIO program provides to assist with writing. 

My hope for the future is that I complete graduate school and help low income children and their families 
succeed. I want to continue to do research and positively affect communities.



NCUR
“True courage comes in 

enduring…persevering…and 
believing in oneself.”

-Ronald E. McNair
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Dr. Kerensa Allison
Anthropology

Washington State University
EWU McNair Scholar 1996

Dr. Rita Davis
Physical Therapy

University of  Montana
EWU McNair Scholar 1996
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Dr. Martín Meráz García
Political Science

Washington State University
EWU McNair Scholar 1996

Dr. Christina Torres García
Cultural Studies and Social Thought

Washington State University
EWU McNair Scholar 1997
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Dr. Micheal Callaway
English Rhetoric and Composition

Arizona State University
EWU McNair Scholar 1997

Dr. Nallely Galvan
Educational Psychology

University of  Illinois
EWU McNair Scholar 1998
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Dr. Winona Beck 
Program in American Studies
Washington State University
EWU McNair Scholar 1998

Dr. Gianna Hammer
Molecular & Cellular Biology

University of  California
EWU McNair Scholar 1998
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Dr. Atara Clark
Psychology

University of  Utah
EWU McNair Scholar 1998

Dr. Erin Dietel-McLaughlin
English 

Bowling Green State University
EWU McNair Scholar 2001
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Dr. Alvina Crawston Marris
Clinical Psychology

Oklahoma State University
EWU McNair Scholar 2003

Dr. Frank King
Program in American Studies
Washington State University

EWU McNair Scholar 2004



NCUR

Dr. Sheikh Omar Jobe
Molecular Endocrinology & Physiology

University of Wisconsin-Madison
EWU McNair Scholar 2006


