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Syllabus for English 101 
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Instructor: Joe Gallagher 
Office: Room 4X 4 

Hours: M: 11am-12pm T: 10am-12pm 
Email: jgallagher102@ewu.edu 

NOTE: This Syllabus and Schedule are subject to change. 
 

Course Description: 
This course provides opportunities for you to develop and enhance your written communication skills, stressing the 
organization, development, and support of ideas and perspectives in exposition and argumentation as public 
discourse. The course works to prepare you on how to navigate and participate in the rhetorical conversation, 
academically and otherwise, and hopes to give you the tools to do so in thoughtful ways. English 101 also hopes to 
develop and enhance your ability and desire to read academic texts and other written works. Additionally, English 
101 familiarizes you with library resources and application of the rules and conventions of Standard American 
English. 

 

University Policy: 
You must complete BOTH 101 and 103 with a grade of C (75%) or better in order to move on to English 201 and 
to graduate from Eastern Washington University. 

 

English 101 Course Goals: 
By the end of English 101, you should be better able to: 

 Read, comprehend, and form an articulate opinion on scholarly and other written texts and to be 
able to distinguish between them. 

 Identify and analyze the elements of the rhetorical situation, including genre, context, purpose, audience, 
subject, stance, and author in a variety of texts across genres. 

 Use academic discourse to compose a variety of analytical, argumentative, narrative, and reflective texts that 
appeal to an academic audience. 

 Analyze, use, and document evidence (examples, quotations, paraphrases, etc.) from secondary sources to 
supplement and complement your own writing. 

 Compose in a voice, tone, and style that are appropriate for the target audience and specific purpose. 

 Develop a recursive and collaborative writing process that includes planning, drafting, revising, organizing, 
editing, and proofreading. 

 Identify and analyze logical fallacies in your and others’ writing. 

 Collaborate in small and large peer-groups for the purpose of sharing relevant ideas, respectful opinions, 
and constructive feedback. 

 Identify areas in your own and in peers’ writing where revisions are needed to create texts that will appeal to 
specific audiences. 

 Learn to revise work not only with attention to grammatical errors but with thoughtful consideration to 
content and purpose. 

 

Recommended Texts: 

 The Little Seagull Handbook with Exercises and Access Code (3nd edition) by Richard Bullock et al 
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Grade Distribution and Evaluation: 

 Inquisitive for Writers – 10% 

 Argument Essay – 35% 

 Narrative Essay – 15% 

 Portfolio – 30% (Only portfolios that show substantial revision of each of the two major assignments will 
be accepted.) 

 Homework – 10% 
 

Grading Scale: 

A 4.0 95-100 B- 2.7 82-84 D+ 1.3 68-71 

A- 3.7 92-94 C+ 2.3 78-81 D 1.0 65-67 

B+ 3.3 88-91 C 2.0 75-77 D- 0.7 62-64 

B 3.0 85-87 C- 1.7 72-74 F 0 61 & Below 
 

Late Work Policy: 8 

Late work will be deducted 10% each day (from the moment Canvas marks it late) the assignment is late. 
Exceptions can be made for hardships or documented illness. Please document any issues that may require an 
extension through the Dean of Students. Please talk to me prior to due dates in order to qualify for any exceptions. 

 

Argument Essay and Narrative Essay Policy: 
For the Narrative and Argument Essay, you will be required to resubmit the assignment until you have a passing 
grade of a C. If you turn in a paper and receive below a C, the gradebook will show a placeholder of F until you 
resubmit the paper and earn a passing grade. (Remember to keep a saved file of each draft you submit so that you 
can include each draft in the Portfolio). 

 

Attendance Policy 5 

The English Composition Program has a strict attendance policy that makes no distinction between excused and 
unexcused absences. Policy is as follows: 

o You can miss 3 days without penalty. 
o Missing 4-6 days will lower your grade by 5% for each day. 
o Missing 7+ days will result in a failing grade. (Non-negotiable) 

 

All holidays or special events observed by organized religions will be honored for those who show affiliation with 
that particular religion. Note: Exceptions can be made with documentation only. If you are sick, please get a 
doctor’s note. All other issues should be documented through the Dean of Students. 

 
Class Conduct Policy 
You are expected to conduct yourself in a manner that does not interfere with an instructor’s ability to teach or a 
student’s ability to learn, as outlined in the EWU Code of Student Conduct. Any violation of the Code of Student 
Conduct may result in you being asked to leave for a single class session and/or me pursuing disciplinary 
proceedings through the Dean of Students office and could result in sanctions such as suspension or dismissal from 
the University. Examples of disruptive behavior include (but are not limited to): 

 

 disrespectful and/or hostile language, posturing, or gestures that interfere with the my ability to teach 
and/or a student’s ability to learn 

 excessive/inappropriate use of electronics 

 talking while other students and/or I am talking 

 arriving late or leaving early 

 anything else I deem inappropriate 
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