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‘Tis the Season!
Dick and Mariann Donley hosted 32 revelers at the Dec. 19 EWURA holiday 
party at their country home. Appropriately, a black and red EWU tabletop 
tree greeted guests in the sunroom. Everyone filled the hors d’oeuvres 
and dessert table with an array of goodies. Dick Donley and Fred Lauritsen 
read “alternative” Christmas tales that added to the laughter of the day’s 
celebration. Jay Rea led a joyful sing-along of favorite Christmas carols. 
The plaque Jack Martin crafted to display the list of the first 60 Lifetime 
EWURA Members who contributed $350 or more to the Golden Eagle 
Scholarship Endowment Fund was passed around for all to admire. In the 
spirit of the holidays, retirees added $371 to the endowment fund during 
the annual blanket toss. Then partygoers pulled out their raffle tickets as 
numbers were drawn for winners of the Pendleton blanket (donated by 
the Kalispel Tribe) and other coveted prizes donated by EWU Foundation.    

See more photos at EWU Retirees Association on Facebook.
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Third Thursdays
Coffee, 9:30 a.m.
Presentation, 10-11 a.m.

Feb. 20, 2014 (Thursday): STCU eBusiness 
Development Officer Lance Kissler, ’04 and ’10 EWU 
alumnus, will present “Fraud and Identity Theft,” 
especially as it relates to the recent retailer Target 
cyber attack that victimized millions of customers. 
Refreshments, 9:30 a.m.; presentation, 10 a.m.;  
PUB 263/265, EWU Cheney campus.

March 20, 2014 (Thursday): “Ice Age Floods, 
the Northern Reaches,” will be presented by 
EWU Emeritus Professor of Geology Gene Kiver. 
Refreshments, 9:30 a.m.; presentation, 10 a.m.;  
PUB 263/265, EWU Cheney campus.
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History of the EWURA, Part 2
By EWURA Historian Charles Mutschler
Part 1 of this series appeared in the December issue of The Golden 
Eagle Call.

Eastern Washington University Retiree Association’s 
constitution was formally adopted in 1989. Since then, a pattern 
of meetings and activities has grown to meet different retiree 
needs and interests. Monthly meetings during the academic 
year allow EWURA members to keep engaged with the world 
through guest speakers. An annual breakfast with the president 
and university leaders allows the group to keep current with 
activities on campus.

Traditionally, a holiday party takes the place of the December 
meeting, and in May the program is usually a musical 
performance. Guest speakers have covered topics from climate 
change to Russian artists, Pacific Northwest history to literature 
to personal financial planning, all of which are interesting and 
enable members to remain intellectually active and connected 
to friends and colleagues.

Recreation and support for the university are both important 
to EWURA members. These two functions frequently support 
each other. The EWURA Golden Eagle Scholarship is an ongoing 
project that supports the continuing mission of the university 
and acts as a legacy from the university’s retirees. The scholarship 

was first awarded in 2004/2005. A golf league was started in 
2005/2006. This has become a great source of camaraderie, as 
well as a fundraiser supporting the scholarship endowment fund.

Small groups focused on specific interests have been started 
as well. One of them, Readers’ Theater, began in 2007/2008.

The EWURA started in 1978 with a loose connection to the 
region’s Coalition of Retired Higher Education Employees (CRHEE 
disbanded in 2013). The EWURA is vibrant and active, providing 
opportunities for retired members of the Eastern community to 
keep active intellectually, physically, and in support of university 
and regional community projects. The next 30 years should be 
exciting ones for the EWURA.

You Can Get Here from There on the Bus
Spokane Transit Authority (STA) may provide the best option 
for you to get from Spokane to Cheney and back for monthly 
EWURA meetings.

Reduced Fare (one-way) rate for ages 65 and over or those 
with a qualifying disability is just 75 cents with your Reduced Fare 
Pass (the pass is $2). For information, visit www.spokanetransit.
com/files/content/rf-passapplication-final.pdf or call 
509.456.PASS (509.456.7277).
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Modernized Patterson Hall Reopens
After being closed for nearly four years, EWU’s largest academic 
building, Patterson Hall, reopened winter quarter. It will give 
generations of EWU students a first-class learning environment 
that will help them succeed at the highest level.

The $57 million reconstruction project involved stripping 
the building to its foundation and adding office wings on three 
sides of the building. The modernization of the existing interior 
space will allow students and faculty to benefit from the fully 
equipped and enhanced classrooms, including two computer 
labs and a forensic lab. High-tech collaboration stations can also 
be accessed with laptops, notebooks or tablets for group study 
sessions. The improvements also include accommodations for 
students with special needs.

The building’s sustainable building design is highlighted 
by a new glass facade that surrounds the 34,000 square feet 
added to the structure. The extra space includes abundant and 
comfortable study/lounge seating. Patterson’s environmentally-
friendly construction and landscaping will meet the minimum 
standards for Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design 
(LEED) gold certification. 

Construction on Patterson began in April 2010.  The total space 
in Patterson is now more than 136,000 square feet.

The new state-of-the-art building has 44 classrooms and 180 
workstations for faculty and staff, many from the College of Arts, 
Letters and Education, and the College of Social & Behavioral 
Sciences and Social Work.

Express Yourself in Readers’ Theater
Help bring Orson Welles’ War of the Worlds to life Feb. 27 by 
joining in the fun of EWURA Readers’ Theater. Meet the readers 
at 11:30 a.m. in the lower level room L03 of JFK Library on the 
EWU Cheney Campus.

The link to the radio script: www.sacred-texts.com/ufo/
mars/wow.htm

Readers’ Theater will also meet March 27, April 24 and  
May 22. For more information, email Rita Seedorf at 
ritaseedorf@gmail.com.

In Memoriam
Ethel Deaver, 91, died Jan. 5, 2014. She retired from EWU  
in 2007 after 37 years of service in EWU Career Services.

Golf Season is Right Around the Corner
It won’t be long before the snow is melted off the Fairways 
Golf Course and the EWURA Golden Eagle Golf League tees 
off. Golf League President Jim Rogers met with Fairways 
Golf Course management and arranged for the 2014 spring-
summer league to begin April 28 with 18-hole golfers 
teeing off at 8 a.m. and nine-hole golfers at 10 a.m. More 
information and league applications will be available soon. 
In the meantime, be thinking about joining the league and 
including your friends and family in the weekly fun.

Eagle Tales – Notes from the President
The year is moving very fast. A new 
year, an exciting football season, 
missing the worst of the recent 
weather problems, a “new” building 
on campus, and some great EWURA 
programs have been highlights.

Our new email address is 
functioning, as well as our website. As 
you read this, we have pictures from 
the Snake River trip, the Patterson 
Hall tour, and videos of the balance 

program posted on our website at sites.ewu.edu/retirees. 
Other photos and videos will follow. We hope that our “out-of-
towners” have been able to stay in touch with us and the campus 
through these photos and videos. Suggestions on other items 
of interest to post are welcome.

We have been disappointed that plans for work-study student 
assistance have not worked out. These student workers are 
much in demand! We will continue to work on that and on 
other initiatives to make the EWURA as effective and efficient as 
possible as the year moves on.

We are fast approaching the time to find new volunteers 
for EWURA officer positions. As with any organization, we 
depend on our members to keep the organization vital. If you 
are interested in volunteering or have suggestions for others 
who might be interested, please email us: retirees@ewu.edu. 
If you are contacted by our nominations committee, please 
seriously consider helping. The opportunities are there to keep 
the group vital, to assist our university, and most important, to 
help students, as most of us were helped.

Thanks again for the opportunity to serve as your president. 
Attend the meetings when you can, keep up with us on our 
website, and keep our university and its students in your hearts.

Go Eagles!!
Niel Zimmerman
Email: retirees@ewu.edu

Golden Eagle Scholarship Endowment - 
Deferred Giving
If you’re looking for a simple way to give to the EWURA Golden 
Eagle Scholarship Fund, a bequest is one of the easiest gifts to make.

A charitable bequest is a bequest written in a will or trust that 
directs a gift to be made to a qualified exempt charity when you 
pass away. One benefit of a charitable bequest is that it enables you 
to further the good work of the EWURA long after you are gone.

Better yet, a charitable bequest can help you save estate taxes 
by providing your estate with a charitable deduction for the 
value of the gift.

Calling All Senior Sojourners!  If you have a good story and a photo about your travels to share or have  
a change of address, tell us so that we can update our records and share your news with your fellow EWURA 
members and friends in an upcoming issue of The Golden Eagle Call. Please send to: EWURA, The Golden Eagle  
Call, 506 F Street, Cheney, WA 99004-2402, or email pspanjer@ewu.edu.

Name  ________________________________________________________________________________

Retirement Year ____________ Department _________________________________________________

Emeritus/a?      c Yes       c No      Title at Retirement:  ___________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________________

Is address new?  c Yes    c No      Phone(s)  ___________________________________________________

Email(s)  ______________________________________________________________________________

Your News ____________________________________________________________________________  

   ______________________________________________________________________________________   

   ______________________________________________________________________________________     

A bequest can be made in several ways:
• gift of a percentage of your estate
• gift of a specific asset
• gift of the residue of your estate

Other deferred giving options include the bequest of an IRA 
or an insurance policy.

With careful planning, your family members can also avoid 
paying income taxes on the assets they receive from your estate.
To learn more, contact EWU Director of Planned Giving Dennis 
Reed at 509.359.6901.

EWU President Arévalo to Retire
Eastern Washington University’s 25th 
president, Dr. Rodolfo Arévalo, has 
announced he will retire effective July 
15, after an eight-year tenure that brought 
the university to new heights in academic 
success, facility enhancement and athletic 
profile.

Arévalo, who will retire with more 
than 42 years of higher education 

experience, successfully guided the university through the state 
of Washington’s recent budget crisis while overseeing enrollment 
growth that has set new records each of the past four years.

“President Arévalo’s leadership and accomplishments 
during this historic time at Eastern have been outstanding,” 
said Paul Tanaka, chair of EWU’s Board of Trustees. “Dr. Arévalo’s 
thoughtful and measured approach to the many challenges and 
opportunities the past eight years has put the university and 
its students in a remarkable position to succeed. I speak for the 
entire board when I say Dr. Arévalo will be greatly missed, and 
we wish him well in his retirement.”

Arévalo successfully negotiated a groundbreaking faculty 
compensation contract that received national accolades. He 
also launched a new strategic plan aimed at the continued 
improvement of student retention and graduation rates. During 
his tenure, enrollment passed the 12,000 mark. Under Arévalo’s 
leadership, Eastern launched the first-ever comprehensive 
fundraising campaign, which will conclude in July.

His time as president was also marked by a tremendous 
growth in facilities, including a new recreation center, the first 
new residence hall in decades, the state-of-the-art renovation of 
the school’s largest academic building and the installation of the 
iconic red turf at Roos Field. Arévalo has guided the university 
to unprecedented athletic recognition, highlighted by the EWU 
football team’s 2010 FCS National Championship.

Details regarding the search for the next EWU president will 
be forthcoming.
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