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Golf Sponsors

To Golf with Friends Does Not Require a Long Drive!
Whether you golfed all winter in Snowbirdland, shoveled snow and wished 
for golf weather, or thought for months about beginning the sport for the 

first time, now is the time to register for Golden 
Links Coed Golf League 2014. A registration 

form is included in this issue of The Golden 
Eagle Call.

The league is for all EWU retirees, those 
near retirement and their friends. All levels 
of experience – even inexperienced – are 

welcome.
The league was founded to generate money 

for the EWURA Golden Eagle Scholarship Fund and 
to have fun. In the first seven years, players generated more than $4,500 
for the scholarship fund; $500 in 2013!

While this year’s play began April 28, everyone is invited to jump in 
anytime (the sooner the better!). The league plays at Fairways Golf Course 
at Four Lakes, Wash. Play ends Aug. 25 with no play Memorial Day, May 
26. Participants may sign up for 18-hole play, which begins each Monday 
morning at 8 a.m., or 9-holes at 10:30 a.m. (until an earlier time is needed 
due to warm weather). Most golfers complete play around noon, in time 
to share lunch and fellowship.

Fees remain the same as last year:
• 18-hole – dues, $35; cart fees, $13; green fees, $18
• 9-hole – dues, $25; cart fees, $9; green fees, $16
• Trail fees for owner carts are $5 per round
Two mini-tournaments will be held June 9 and July 21. The league 

tournament will be played Aug. 25.
Questions? Contact Golf League President Jim Rogers, 509.235.6166.

Scholarship Recipient to be Introduced at Breakfast
EWU retirees Jack Martin, Jay Rea and Karen Raver met March 27 to 
review student applications for the EWURA Golden Eagle Scholarship. The 
recipient they selected from the School of Science, Health and Engineering 
will be introduced at the May 29 Annual Retirees’ Association Breakfast.

Your donation today to the scholarship fund will directly and positively 
impact the life of a deserving student. Every year, the scholarship recipient 
receives the amount of one quarter’s tuition. As that amount continues 
to rise, so does the need for donations to the fund.

Please use the yellow form in this issue of The Golden Eagle Call to make 
your gift.

Eastern Washington University Retirees Association

EWURA Board

Niel Zimmerman, President
Jerry Uppinghouse, Vice President
Jack Martin, Past President
Karen Raver, Secretary and Scholarship Chair
Paul Graul, Treasurer
Charles Mutschler, Historian
Nancy Todd
Judy Zimmerman
Carolyn Wall
Jim Rogers, Golf League President
 
To contact the EWURA Board:
Governor Martin Alumni House
506 F Street
Cheney, WA 99004-2402
Voice mail: 509.359.4559
Email: retirees@ewu.edu
 
Newsletter Editor
Pat Spanjer: pspanjer@ewu.edu

Third Thursdays
Coffee, 9:30 a.m.
Presentation, 10-11 a.m.
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and Myrtle Powers Reading 
Room, Hargreaves Hall,  EWU 
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On the Trail of the Ice Age Floods

Gene Kiver is one of the most respected authorities on the ice 
age floods that shaped eastern Washington and nearby states. 
The EWU emeritus professor of geology presented “On the 
Trail of the Ice Age Floods” at the March 20 EWURA meeting 
on the Riverpoint campus in Spokane. Kiver co-authored a 
book of the same name, and he is one of the founders of the 
Ice Age Floods Institute, a group dedicated to sharing the ice 
age floods story.

Kiver spoke fondly of the decades he and EWU geography 
professor Dale Stradling spent mapping geology in Eastern 
Washington. “Those of you who remember Dale know he 
left no stone unturned,” Kiver punned. “He dug himself into 
a hole sometimes, but he could dig himself out of any hole.”

Kiver described the history of scientific theories and 
research that led to the realization that our region’s landscape 
was transformed by a rapid cataclysmic event when Glacial 
Lake Missoula broke loose 15,000-18,000 years ago, sending 
thundering waves and huge chunks of ice across Idaho, 
Washington and Oregon. The massive amounts of water and 

ice carried rocks, sediment and massive boulders for miles 
and carved the unique landscape of the region, visible today 
in hillside ripples, channeled scablands, the Columbia River 
Gorge, Rock Lake, Dry Falls – nearly everywhere you look.

Historically, the ice age floods have also been called the 
Missoula floods, Spokane floods and Bretz floods, named for 
geologist J. Harlen Bretz, who was the first to research the 
unusual erosion in the region. He presented and published a 
paper in 1923 that described how the catastrophic “Spokane 
Floods” carved the channeled scablands.

For years, geologists argued for differing theories and 
prevailing views to explain the geological formations. In 1940, 
Joseph Pardee wrote to Bretz to describe his own research 
and propose there could be a connection between the floods 
and a big lake in the Missoula area. The two men continued 
their research for the next three decades, leading them to 
identify Lake Missoula as the source of the Spokane floods. 

Kiver said there are numerous hiking, biking and driving 
trails to explore and view the best examples of ice age floods 
results, including the Ice Age Floods National Geologic Trail, 
named one of The 10 Most Spectacular Geologic Sites in the 
continental U.S. by Smithsonian Magazine.

Two days before Kiver’s presentation, Washington Mayor Jay 
Inslee signed a bill that designated Palouse Falls as the state’s 
official waterfall. The site is a beautiful, dramatic example of 
land formations created by the ice age floods. 1
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In Memoriam
Wesley (Wes) Stone, 79, died Sept. 3, 2013. He retired from 
Eastern in 1990 as emeritus professor of mathematics after 
teaching at the university for 20 years. 
Allan (Al) Neils, 73, died Sept. 23, 2013. He retired from EWU in 
1999 as emeritus professor of economics after 30 years of service.
Carolyn Olafson, 80, died Feb. 14, 2014. She was director of 
benefits when she retired in 1996 from EWU. She served the 
university for 20 years. She was the spouse of emeritus faculty 
member Robert Olafson, who died in April 2013.
William (Bill) Maxson, 83, died March 16, 2014. He retired in 1987 
as emeritus professor of music after 27 years of service to Eastern.
Carol Prentice, 68, died March 28, 2014. She worked at Eastern 
for 19 years in various departments before retiring in 2008 as 
administrative assistant in Human Resources.

A Rosie the Riveter in Our Midst
EWURA member Myrt Powers is registered at the Rosie the 
Riveter National Park memorial dedicated to preserving the 
history of working women in the World War II effort. She worked 
at the Kaiser Ship Yard as an electrician helper, outlining the 
location of electrical circuits on the interior walls of warships, 
before joining the Women Marines in 1943.

If you have news to share, complete the “Calling All Senior 
Sojourners” form (below) and mail it to The Golden Eagle Call, 
506 F Street, Cheney, WA 99004-2402.

Eagle Tales – Notes from the President
We are fast approaching the end of 
the year. It even feels like spring. The 
EWURA has been carrying on its 
normal business of programs and 
liaison with the university. Our focus 
this year has been on outreach to 
non-Cheney area members. We held 
our March meeting in Spokane on 
the Riverpoint campus. Gene Kiver 
presented a very interesting program 
on the Ice Age Floods and how they 

shaped our regional environment. There was good attendance 
with some “new” faces, so expect that we will continue to schedule 
at least one program each year at some Spokane location.

We have also worked this year to get our EWURA email and 
website in place. The website, with the help of many current 
EWU employees, is up and running at sites.ewu.edu/retirees. 
It carries reports and pictures from our activities, and when 
possible, videos of our programs. We are still working out the 
kinks in the process, so there are a variety of program postings 
– video of some, audio of others, and some simple failures. Stick 
with us; I think you will find a variety of interesting items on the 
site. (The easiest way to find it is to Google “EWU retirees.”)

The website has recently been enhanced with a hot button 
for making donations to the Golden Eagle Scholarship Fund. 
The EWURA Board has made it a goal to avoid using proceeds 
from the endowment to fund next year’s scholarship so that the 
endowment can grow. That means we need everyone’s help 
with annual gifts to fund our recipient for 2014-15. Drop by the 
website and make a donation if you are able.

On our website’s Volunteer page you will find information on 
NCUR. EWU will be hosting the 2015 National Conference on 
Undergraduate Research and will need volunteers. Screening of 
proposed presentations and serving as a moderator are just two 
of the opportunities for service.

At our last meeting, we were able to finalize the efforts to 
find volunteers to take on some EWURA duties for next year. 
The volunteers will be officially nominated and voted upon at 
the President’s Breakfast.

Since this will be my last Eagle Tales, I want to take the 
opportunity to thank Jerry Uppinghouse for sharing duties with 
me this year. Judy and I are embarking on the snowbird life. That 
has made sharing EWURA duties a necessity. Things have gone 
smoothly and I look forward to sharing duties again next year 
as necessary. It is only with service by volunteers like Jerry that 
EWURA can function.

Go Eagles!!
Niel Zimmerman
Email: retirees@ewu.edu

Calling All Senior Sojourners!  If you have a good story and a photo about your travels to share or have  
a change of address, tell us so that we can update our records and share your news with your fellow EWURA 
members and friends in an upcoming issue of The Golden Eagle Call. Please send to: EWURA, The Golden Eagle  
Call, 506 F Street, Cheney, WA 99004-2402, or email pspanjer@ewu.edu.

Name  ________________________________________________________________________________

Retirement Year ____________ Department _________________________________________________

Emeritus/a?      c Yes       c No      Title at Retirement:  ___________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________________

Is address new?  c Yes    c No      Phone(s)  ___________________________________________________

Email(s)  ______________________________________________________________________________

Your News ____________________________________________________________________________  

   ______________________________________________________________________________________   

   ______________________________________________________________________________________     

Identity Thieves Target Seniors
Anyone can be a victim of fraud and identity theft, but senior 
citizens are specifically targeted by many fraudsters and scammers.

At the Thursday, Feb. 20, EWURA meeting, EWU alumnus and 
STCU eBusiness Development Officer Lance Kissler helped arm 
retirees with the knowledge needed for “Identity Theft and Fraud 
Protection.”

“The best prevention method is to be vigilant in checking 
your accounts regularly and knowing what personal sensitive 
information you carry on you (or whether it is securely stored at 
home),” Kissler said.

If you suspect fraud, he recommends you report it to your 
bank or credit union immediately in order to reduce any personal 
liability. “The financial industry has standards for the period of 
time you have to report fraudulent activity,” he said.

In addition, Kissler said it is a good idea to report fraud to the 
police, and tell your friends so that they are aware of scams.

Kissler also recommends keeping a credit and debit card 
inventory list to easily track all cards and more easily call to report 
them in case they are lost or stolen.

In his presentation, Kissler outlined the warning signs of fraud:
• offers of something for nothing
• you receive a check with instructions to send money back
• pressure by a fast talker
• you are asked to verify complete personal info (social security 

   number, birth date, maiden name, etc.)
• are you expecting this contact/call?
More information and the presentation video are available at 

www.sites.ewu.edu/retirees (click on Identity Theft and Fraud 
Protection under “Most Recent”).

Golden Eagle Scholarship Endowment – Gifts 
of Stock
Have you done well in the stock market lately but are hesitant 
to sell because a sale will trigger an immediate capital gains tax? 
Rather than sell your stock, consider giving some of it to support 
the EWURA Golden Eagle Scholarship Endowment. You won’t pay 
any taxes, and you’ll receive an income tax deduction for your gift.

Here are some of the benefits you can experience by making 
a gift of stock this year:

• Avoid capital gains taxes up to 23.8%
• Receive an income tax deduction for the full amount of your gift
• Make a meaningful gift with no cash out of pocket
• Capture the value of your stock and end the worrying about 

 market ups and downs
If you’re interested in learning more, contact the EWU 

Foundation Director of Planned Giving Dennis Reed at 
509.359.6901.

Spring Concert:
Variety of Music, Exceptional Talent

EWU student and faculty musicians performed opera and 
contemporary vocals, and jazz and classical tunes at the 
April 17 EWURA meeting.

Seated on the newly remodeled Music Building Recital 
Hall stage, retirees were entertained by:

• Brian McDougall, vocal, accompanied by Department  
   of Music faculty Caroline Jess, piano

• Andres Jaramillo, piano
• Mikaela Elms, cello, with Emma Mortensen, violin 

   (pictured above)
• Alexandra Rannouw, vocal, and  Lauren McKinley, Piano
• Ludmylla Gordy, violin; James Marshall, viola; Department  

  of Music faculty John Marshall, DM, cello; and Evan 
   Wang, piano

• Lauren McKinley, piano; Alex Gayton, drums; Chris  
   Shepard, saxophone; and Jake Madison, bass
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