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May 21, 2015 (Thursday): The President’s 

Annual Retirees Association Breakfast, 

8-10 a.m., Walter and Myrtle Powers 

Reading Room in Hargreaves Hall on the 

EWU Cheney campus, sponsored by TIAA-

CREF Financial Services. RSVP by May 14, 

509.359.4860 or Lthayer3@ewu.edu. 

Please attend the Annual EWURA Business 

Meeting following the breakfast. Parking 

available in lots P15 and P17. 
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Announcements from the President
This is the last time I get to address you in this 

newsletter, my fellow retirees! I want to say it has 

been an honor to serve as your president this last 

year. I feel confident that my successor, Sanford 

Gerber, will step in and continue to bring relevant 

information and programs for the RA in the next 

year. I move to the past president position on the 

board and will be developing ways to increase our 

membership.

Additionally, at season end of the EWURA Golf League last year, I was elected 

(?) as the new president of the league and with the assistance of Jay Rea, Wayne 

Hall, and Dennis Reed, we hope to increase the number of golfers for the league 

and, at the same time, increase the amount of funds we raise for the EWURA 

Scholarship. Oh yeah, you can still join if you are interested!

I am looking forward to the Annual EWURA Breakfast this month and hope 

to see many of you there. We have developed a program that will be a “Past, 

Present, Future” overview of the Retirees Association so that you know where 

we have been and where we hope we will be going.

Your involvement is critical to the continued success of the EWURA. As my 

last request as president, please consider joining the EWURA Board of Directors, 

joining the Readers’ Theater group, or participating in the Golden Links Coed 

Golf League. Honestly, they are all fun and do not take up much time. I know 

as a retiree, time is very important. I think we all get busier when we retire – the 

difference is that we do what we want to do when we want to do it. However, 

it only takes an hour a month to be on the board and your choice of time if you 

want to join any other part of the RA. Please contact a board member at the 

May 21 breakfast or contact me anytime if you would like to become involved.

Finally, in the words of Red Green, “Remember, I’m pulling for ya … we are 

all in this together.”

As always, Go Eags!!

Jerry Uppinghouse, 

2014-2015 EWURA President

2015 Golf League President

April EWURA Meeting  
and Annual Spring Concert
EWU Department of Music students put on quite a show for 
EWURA, including familiar works of Alex De Grassi, Andrew Lloyd 
Webber, Rachmaninoff, Bach, Stephen Sondheim and more!
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Former Classmates Become Co-authors

Margaret Verhoef (left) and Rita Seedorf (right) worked together 
to write Letters from Brackham Wood: A Moira Edwards Mystery.
What happens when two women find themselves on a planning 
committee for their 50th high school reunion? They write a book. 
At least that is what happened when Rita Seedorf, EWU retired 
professor of education, and Margaret Verhoef were assigned to 
work together on the memory book for their class of 1962.

Emails flew between them as they worked together on the 
memory book project. Their online friendship developed into a face-
to-face friendship when Verhoef moved to Spokane that spring.

Seedorf and Verhoef spoke at the Feb. 19 EWURA meeting 
about their friendship that led to adventures in writing Letters from 
Brackham Wood: A Moira Edwards Mystery.

“I had been trying to write a book about the WWII home fronts 
in both England and America,” Seedorf said. “My character, Moira, 
had written six letters to her American cousin who, strangely 
enough, was named Margaret. But there was a problem. No one 
was answering her letters.”

In summer 2012, Seedorf gave the six letters to Verhoef and 
asked her to consider answering. “I’ve never published, but I do 
know how to write letters,” Verhoef said. Twenty-eight years as a 
military spouse had taught her that. Soon the letters began to flow 
between two fictitious cousins.

When they had written 32 letters spanning the years between 
1937 and 1945, and added a prologue and epilogue, they began 
their search for an agent. Finding no success, they sent the 
manuscript to Cozy Cat Press. Within 24 hours, they received word 
that the book would be published if they eliminated 10,000 words. 
They found the first 70 words were more difficult to eliminate than 
the last 7,000.

They committed to writing a series and are now working on 
the next book.

Senior Sojourners: Elfers are on the Move
Retired EWU Records and Registration Program Coordinator Judy 
Elfers and her husband, Bob, reported in March that as of April 17, 
they would no longer be Cheney residents. “After 32 years, we are 
making a big move,” she wrote. “We are heading for Green Valley, 
Arizona, and warmer weather. We look forward to spending time 
with Niel and Judy Zimmerman.”

Join EWU Alumni on a Trip of a Lifetime

EWU Alumni Association presents “Italian Vistas,” March 14-26, 
2016. Book now and save!
• Double $4,749 *, Single $5,699; Triple $4,699 
• Included in price: round trip air from Spokane International   
 Airport, air taxes and fees/surcharges, hotel transfers 
• Not included in price: cancellation waiver and insurance  
 of $260 per person 
*All rates are per person and are subject to change 
For more info: https://gateway.gocollette.com/link/690657

Calling All Senior Sojourners!  If you have a good story and a photo about your travels to share or have  
a change of address, tell us so that we can update our records and share your news with your fellow EWURA 
members and friends in an upcoming issue of The Golden Eagle Call. Please send to: EWURA, The Golden Eagle  
Call, 102 Hargreaves, Cheney, WA 99004-2402, or email pspanjer@ewu.edu.

Name  ________________________________________________________________________________

Retirement Year ____________ Department _________________________________________________

Emeritus/a?      c Yes       c No      Title at Retirement:  ___________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________________

Is address new?  c Yes    c No      Phone(s)  ___________________________________________________

Email(s)  ______________________________________________________________________________

Your News ____________________________________________________________________________  

   ______________________________________________________________________________________   

   ______________________________________________________________________________________     

Making Our Area More Accessible
Dave Reynolds’ stepfather dealt 
with World War II injuries and 
illnesses that stuck with him 
for the rest of his life, and he 
battled various cancers late in life. 
Wheelchair bound, he remained 
active, wishing to be treated fairly 
and respectfully.

“I spent a lot of time with him, 
helping out, going to his favorite 
restaurants with him in Hillyard,” 

Dave Reynolds     Reynolds told EWURA members 
at the March 19 meeting at the EWU Riverpoint Spokane 
campus. “He was using a wheelchair, but the employees at 
those restaurants treated him like a man. That was great, but 
that was not the norm,” he said.

Through his experiences with his stepfather, Reynolds began 
to understand how catering to people with disabilities leads 
local businesses to realize economic and social benefits. He 
is putting those experiences to work in Access 4 All Spokane 
(A4A), an ongoing project involving people who work together 
to celebrate and encourage accessible and disability-friendly 
places, services and events in Spokane County.

A4A teams up with local businesses to evaluate and improve 
accessibility. It also produces educational materials to help 
places become more accessible and welcoming, beyond 
regulations set forth by the Americans with Disability Act.

In Memoriam 
Bernard (Bernie) Loposer, 84, died Jan. 30, 2015. His EWU career 
began in 1994 as director of Development and executive director 
of the EWU Foundation (EWUF). He retired in 1996 as associate  
vice president for Development and EWUF executive director.
Jack Leighton, 96, died April 4, 2015. The emeritus professor 
of physical education retired from EWU in 1981 after 28 years of 
service in the Health and Physical Education Department.
Larry Fredin died March 7, 2015. He retired in 1997 as an 
archaeologist after serving 14 years in EWU’s Archaeological and 
Historical Services. 

Golden Eagle Scholarship 
Helps a Student Now and 
in the Future
“I’m grateful for the EWURA scholarship 
because I’ve begun looking at 
graduate school tuition costs, and 
the amount it would take for me to 
continue my education is daunting,” 
said 2015-2016 EWURA Golden Eagle 
Scholarship recipient Bryce Dressler. 
“This scholarship will help me offset 

the amount of student debt I’ve already accrued.”
Dressler, the 12th student to receive the Golden Eagle 

Scholarship, is a business marketing major with an emphasis in 
public relations. His cumulative grade point average is 3.93. Since 
transferring to EWU from the community college (United States 
Air Force) system, he has consistently been on the dean’s list.

Dressler, a dedicated body builder, says his passion is to run an 
organization that focuses on combating the increasing threat of 
obesity in America, especially childhood obesity. 

From 2009-2013, Dressler was enlisted in the Air Force, serving 
in Texas, Ohio and Afghanistan. He developed skills and learned 
lessons that have enhanced his leadership abilities and confidence 
in the educational system. While stationed in Dayton, Ohio, from 
2011-2013, Dressler volunteered with the Wounded Warrior 
Project and participated in the annual Air Force Marathon. He 
also helped with a Homes for Heroes renovation project.

In addition to holding an executive position within his fraternity, 
Dressler is the president of the Interfraternity Council (IFC) at 
EWU. IFC officers work together to ensure that the IFC member 
fraternities have the support and resources to thrive on campus 
and in the EWU community.

To help fund his educational pursuits, including the possibility 
of post-graduate work, Dressler has worked full time while taking 
classes and is also applying for other available scholarships in 
the hopes of avoiding crippling student debt. He believes he 
has obtained the experiences and lessons to responsibly use 
his scholarship money to further his education and goals and 
eventually give back to Eastern and Cheney as a successful alumnus.

EWURA Members Grow the  
Golden Eagle Scholarship Endowment
Several EWURA members have set up charitable gift annuities 
(CGA) to support the Golden Eagle Endowment Fund. Setting 
up a CGA is as simple as transferring your low-performing 
investments such as CDs and stocks to the EWU Foundation in 
exchange for fixed lifetime payments. You might be surprised 
at how much higher your income could be, and your payment 
rate will never change. Upon completion of lifetime payments, 
the remaining investment value is added to the Golden Eagle 
Scholarship Endowment Fund. If you’re interested in learning 
more, contact the EWU Foundation Director of Planned Giving 
Dennis Reed at 509.359.6901.


