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Nov. 19, 2015 (Thursday): EWU 
Emeritus Professor of Physics Bob Gibbs 
will talk about concert hall acoustics.  
An important by-laws vote will be held. 
See the story on page 4. Refreshments,  
9:30 a.m.; presentation, 10 a.m.;  
263/265 PUB, EWU Cheney campus.

Dec. 17, 2015 (Thursday): EWURA’s 
annual holiday party is at Dick and 
Mariann Donley’s country home.  
Time: 2-4 p.m. Address: 20211 W. Pine 
Springs Rd., Cheney, Washington.
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HEAR THIS
I am very happy to report that our EWURA now has a vice 
president. Thank you, Fran Sherwood, for stepping up. 
However, I am not happy about the fact that we still don’t 
have a treasurer. Come on, folks: Someone volunteer – NOW.

I have another favor to ask. I have contributed to the 
Golden Eagle Scholarship, which is one of the best things 
we do.  Please consider contributing, and thanks if you did.

I promised that I would talk about what I know about: 
sound and hearing. At a meeting or any kind of gathering, 
someone is going to say, “Do I have to use the microphone?” 
Now, this makes me nuts. Of course you do. Why do you 
suppose it’s there? If you don’t want people to hear what you 
say, why are you talking? I promise – I will give you a written 
guarantee – a microphone can’t hurt you. Well, maybe if 

someone threw it at you. Look at your television. All the newscasters have lapel microphones. 
Singers don’t; they insist on using hand-held microphones that they removed from stands. 
Why? Because they are better? They aren’t. They hold them to give them something to do 
with their hands – that’s all. Then there are the ones who leave the microphones on the 
stands, and then use the stands as some kind of love object. They pick it up, they wave it 
around, they dance with it. Why? Again, it’s to give them something to do. Maybe – at least 
sometimes – it’s to distract the audience from the bad singing. Many contemporary singers 
seem to think that the microphone is supposed to be kissed. A minimum – that’s minimum 
– mouth-to-microphone distance is six inches. Why? To avoid distortion. To accomplish this, 
microphone manufacturers have placed the diaphragm at the back of the tube.

Speaking of microphones, for a period of some 15 years, I consulted for CBS. Actually, it 
was CBS Labs, later called CBS Technology. There, I learned about a big-time CBS newsman 
(I won’t mention his name) who carried his own microphone with him. I assure you that his 
was identical to every other one of the same make and model, but he refused to believe that.

Let’s talk about hearing. The hearing aid manufacturers estimate that there are at least 12 
million Americans who need hearing aids and don’t have them. I suspect that that is a low 
estimate and includes some of you. Again, I promise – and will give you a written guarantee – 
that a hearing aid can’t hurt you (unless maybe if you swallowed the battery.) Contemporary 
hearing aids are terrific. I can’t imagine going without mine. Yes, they’re expensive. So, what 
isn’t? Today, I paid 49 cents for a three-cent stamp. Remember those? Don’t pay for some 
sexy, programmable, fancy digital hearing aid if you don’t need it. Do pay for what you need. 
If you are not happy with it, take it back. These things are adjustable. I love this excuse: “It will 
make me look old.” I look old because I am, not because of my hearing aids. And who says 
that hearing aids are only for old people? The youngest person on whom I ever placed an 
aid was 7 weeks (yes, weeks) old at the time. Should we suppose that he looked old? I have 
seen a 3-week-old with hearing aids. Of course, we darn well better know what we are doing 
when placing aids. But isn’t that true of anything? I have said, proclaimed, written, published 
often that “there is no age that is too young to make a diagnosis and no time that is too 
soon to start habilitation.” By the way, you probably don’t know that for some 35 years my 
principal research laboratory was a newborn nursery. So, maybe I do know what I’m talking 
about.  We must be aware that hearing impairment (including genuine deafness) is the most 
common disability that exists at birth. How common is that? Conservative estimates are that 
hearing impairment occurs in one of every 400 live births; some have even claimed one in 
200. One in 400 is twice as common as Down Syndrome, twice as common as cleft lip and/
or palate, and about 35(!) times as common as PKU, a disorder that is universally screened.

So, hear this.
Sandy Gerber, 
2015-2016 EWURA President

Important: Come to the November Meeting 
for EWURA Membership Vote
It was previously reported that EWURA membership would vote on 
changes to the EWURA Constitution as approved by the EWURA Board 
at the Sept. 17, 2015 meeting. At the Oct. 15 board meeting, it was 
decided the changes would be reflected in the EWURA By-laws instead 
of the Constitution, and must be brought to the general membership 
and voted on at the Nov. 19 meeting.

The Nov. 19 meeting begins at 10 a.m. in 263/265 PUB on the EWU 
Cheney campus.

Retirees in attendance will vote on new verbiage for Section Two – 
Duties of the Officers and Board Members, under Past President:

Current: Past President: the immediate Past President serves as a 
voting member on the EWURA Board. All Past Presidents are eligible 
to attend Board meetings as “Consultant Members.”

Proposed Addition: The immediate Past President will oversee the 
recruitment, retention and participation of members.

The immediate Past President is to convene and chair a nominating 
committee composed of at least three former presidents. The 
nominating committee will report its conclusions to the board 
at its April meeting so that the board can present the slate to the 
membership at the annual May meeting.

EWURA Lifetime Members  
Prominently Honored
Will your name be engraved on this plaque that is proudly displayed 
in the Walter and Myrtle Powers Reading Room in Hargreaves Hall? 
The plaque will accommodate the names of 60 EWURA Lifetime 
Members. You can become a Lifetime Member by making a 
tax-deductible gift of $350 or more to the EWURA Golden Eagle 
Scholarship Endowment Fund. When you make that gift, you will 
also receive an EWURA Lifetime Member Certificate and a Jack 

Martin-handcrafted 
wooden pen. EWURA 
member Jack Martin 
donated a variety of 
beautiful wood pens 
he handcrafted in his 
home woodshop. He 
used several exotic 
woods to create the 
pens. Their colors and 
wood grain patterns 
make each pen unique. 
Jack also crafted 
the two Lifetime 
Membership plaques 
in the reading room.
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Calling All Senior Sojourners!  If you have a good story and a photo about your travels to share or have  
a change of address, tell us so that we can update our records and share your news with your fellow EWURA 
members and friends in an upcoming issue of The Golden Eagle Call. Please send to: EWURA, The Golden Eagle  
Call, 102 Hargreaves, Cheney, WA 99004-2413, or email pspanjer@ewu.edu.

Name  ________________________________________________________________________________

Retirement Year ____________ Department _________________________________________________

Emeritus/a?      c Yes       c No      Title at Retirement:  ___________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________________

Is address new?  c Yes    c No      Phone(s)  ___________________________________________________

Email(s)  ______________________________________________________________________________

Your News ____________________________________________________________________________  

   ______________________________________________________________________________________   

   ______________________________________________________________________________________     

On Oct. 15, 1895, the cornerstone was placed for Cheney Normal School.  
Much has changed in 120 years, including Showalter Hall, the building that 
stone holds up. As an Eastern retiree, you are a cornerstone for those who 
came before today’s faculty, staff and students. Your work here contributed  
to the strong underpinning of today’s EWU. It’s part of your legacy.

To donate online, click the red 
GIVE NOW button at 

sites.ewu.edu/retirees/

What Do You Want Your Legacy to Be?
After you dedicated years of service to EWSC or EWU, thousands of 
students and the broader Eastern community, you finally reached 
retirement. You know that you impacted the lives of many students 
over the years, which gives you a sense of great accomplishment.

Even if you no longer come to campus and interact with students 
on a daily basis, you can continue to make a huge difference in their 
lives. You can make their lives better. You can make that your legacy. 
Here are four meaningful ways to create your legacy:

When you make a gift of any amount to the Pass Through Fund 
for the Golden Eagle Scholarship, your tax-deductible donation helps 
EWURA pay out the annual EWURA Golden Eagle Scholarship award 
until the endowed scholarship fund reaches the target of $100,000. This 

fund requires an amount equal to one quarter’s tuition at EWU per 
year. The recipient receives the scholarship spread over fall, winter 
and spring quarter of one academic year in his/her junior or senior 
year. You may use the enclosed yellow form, indicating your EWURA 
Golden Eagle Scholarship annual donation.

You may contribute any amount to the Golden Eagle 
Scholarship Endowment Fund, which will provide a perpetual 
scholarship from the EWURA that would equal a minimum of 
one quarter’s tuition to one or more students per year forever. 
EWURA will use only the Pass Through Fund – not the Endowment 
Fund – until the endowment reaches $100,000. You may use the 
enclosed yellow form, indicating your tax-deductible EWURA 
Golden Eagle Scholarship endowment donation.

A bequest is an easy gift to make that provides an estate tax 
charitable deduction, lessens the burden of taxes on your family 
and leaves a lasting legacy.*

An IRA Charitable Rollover is a convenient gift for you to 
consider. IRA owners over age 70½ may transfer up to $100,000 
each year directly from the IRA custodian to qualified charities. 
The IRA rollover is not taxable on the donor’s tax return and there 
is no need for a tax deduction.*

*For a confidential inquiry, please call or email EWU Foundation 
Director of Planned Giving Dennis Reed, 509.359.6901, dreed8@
ewu.edu.

June 5, 2015

To the Donors of the EWU Retirees Association Golden Eagle Scholarship,

I would like to thank you sincerely for naming me the recipient of the 2015-16 Golden Eagle Scholarship. 

Throughout the course of my sophomore year, I have taken the initiative to be more involved within the small 

community at Eastern Washington University. In doing so, I have put myself in a position to continuously give 

back to the community as it has given so much to me. When I initially joined the fraternity of Beta Theta Pi, I 

did not realize the amount of leadership opportunities that would arise from this organization. In the fall, I was 

crowned “Mr. Eastern” and represented the school throughout the university’s homecoming ceremonies. Later 

in the winter, I was voted the Inter-fraternity president, where I was entrusted to lead hundreds of young men 

and work as a liaison between the Greek community and the school administration.

Through the year, I have already attended three different leadership development conferences and will be 

attending my fraternity’s national conference this summer in Orlando as a representative of my chapter. After 

graduating high school with a low GPA and few academic achievements, I decided college should wait, and 

I enlisted in the United States Air Force. In my four years as active duty military, I realized how important 

furthering my education was and I began to take online classes while serving full time. After my departure 

from the military, I took the experiences, lessons and wisdom I had gained and began to translate that toward 

my success in college. In high school, my cumulative GPA was 2.7 when I graduated. Today my cumulative 

GPA in college as a junior standing is a 3.9. The years have taught me that I should value my education in 

college above the distractions the normal student faces on a day-to-day basis.

Receiving the Golden Eagle Scholarship is without a doubt an honor and humbling opportunity. To me, 

it says that one person who truly holds their education as a high priority has been selected from all of the 

applicants. Currently, I am double majoring in business marketing and communication studies, and even 

though the VA pays for my full-time tuition, it does not cover when I decide to overload my course load. I 

am taking 18 credits every quarter over the next two years to ensure I graduate on time. This scholarship will 

allow me to overload one or two of those quarters so I can take the normal course load near the end of my 

education so I can focus on transition from my undergraduate to either the workforce or graduate school.

It is my desire to graduate from EWU with honors and couple that with experience gained through various 

community volunteer efforts so that I can attend a prestigious graduate school for my master’s. Ideally, I want 

to be in a position where I can donate back to the organizations that have helped me achieve what I have 

today. The Eastern Washington University Retirees Association has helped me not only monetarily, but in the 

sense that the generations of students who will attend this school after me. Thank you once again for this most 

generous gift, and GO EAGLES!

Yours sincerely, 

Bryce Dressler


