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Sept. 17, 2015 (Thursday): EWU Archivist 
and EWURA Historian Charles Mutschler 
will present “A Railfan’s Pacific Northwest 
Sampler. “ Refreshments, 9:30 a.m.; 
presentation, 10 a.m.; 263/265 PUB,  
EWU Cheney campus.

Oct. 15, 2015 (Thursday): EWU 
Emeritus Professor of Physics Bob Gibbs 
will talk about concert hall acoustics. 
Refreshments, 9:30 a.m.; presentation,  
10 a.m.; 263/265 PUB, EWU Cheney 
campus.
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HEAR THIS
Happy New Year! Well, it’s our new year, anyway – 
and mine. So, we – you and I – embark on another 
year of EWURA activities and fun. I am delighted to 
be our new president, and look forward to meeting 
everyone. I am truly fortunate, also, in that my two 
predecessors (Niel and Jerry) did all the work: they 
got the strategic plan finished, repaired the by-laws 
and set us on a wonderful future. Thanks, guys.

So, what is left for me and for us? I see my mission 
– if I may call it that – as expanding our membership. 
After all, it’s a good thing to be a member of EWURA. 
I have a homework assignment for all of us: recruit 

new members. It’s to their advantage and benefit, and we need to tell them 
that. Also, it is important for members and recruits to understand that EWURA 
is for all retirees; it is not an association of retired faculty. So, please, talk to your 
friends and colleagues, both retired and about to retire. Tell them what a good 
group we are, and invite them to join us.

Why do I call this column HEAR THIS? The immediately obvious reason is that 
I want you to hear – i.e., to attend to – what I’m saying. Don’t we all? But there 
is a more specific reason: I am an audiologist. I retired from the Department 
of Communication Disorders in 2000. “Audiology” is the study of hearing, from 
audire (to hear) and logos (literally to talk about). From time to time, then, I 
will talk about hearing in this space. In a way, you are the wrong audience. My 
specialty is pediatric audiology. For some 35 years, my principal research lab was 
a newborn nursery. I used to define geriatric as over the age of seven months. 
I am quite sure that all of us are older than that. More later.

Sandy Gerber, 
2015-2016 EWURA President

Please Help!
We need two retirees to step up to serve two vacant positions on the EWURA 
Board for the 2015-16 academic year.

Please volunteer your time and talents to serve as vice president or treasurer. 
The duties, according to the EWURA Constitution:

The vice president is elected to a three-year term and shall be responsible for 
association programs and shall perform duties as instructed by the president. The 
vice president shall assume presidential duties in the absence of the president. 
The vice president shall assume the office of president the second year of the 
term and be the immediate past president for the third year of his/her term.

The treasurer shall keep financial records that carefully reflect the income 
and expenditures of the association. Paying bills and managing expenditures 
will also be included in the duties.

If you would like to fill one of the positions, contact President Sandy Gerber 
by email at seg49@comcast.net or leave a message at 509.359.4559.

Many thanks to 2014-15 Treasurer Paul Graul for continuing the duties until 
the new treasurer is elected.

In Memoriam
Steven Stumph, 64, died April 17, 2015. He retired in 2003  
from the EWU Grounds Department after 31 years of service.
Sister Mary Noreena (Mary Kate) SNJM Mary Kate Carr, 93, 
died April 30, 2015. The emeritus professor of education retired 
from EWU in 1991 after 11 years of service.
Robert Wilkens, 82, died May 4, 2015. The emeritus professor  
of education retired in 1995 after 27 years of service.
Jean Hagie, 88, died May 14, 2015. She is survived by her 
husband, retired EWU Dean of Students Daryl Hagie.
John Duenow, 79, died May 27, 2015. The emeritus professor  
of music retired from EWU in 1999 after 29 years of service.
Betty Zurenko, 80, died June 30, 2015. She is survived by 
her husband, Emeritus Professor of Management Information 
Systems John Zurenko. He retired from EWU in 1999.

Do You Have a Suggestion? 
We need your ideas for future EWURA monthly programs.  
Do you have a hobby, research or any topic of interest to  
share at an upcoming EWURA meeting? Do you know  
someone who would fit the bill? Please contact President  
Sandy Gerber by email at seg49@comcast.net or leave a 
message at 509.359.4559.

Mark Your Calendar Now
The dates for your 2015-16 EWURA meetings are the third Thursdays 
of each month: Sept. 17, Oct. 15, Nov. 19 and the holiday party 
Dec. 17, 2015; Jan. 21, Feb. 18, March 17, April 21 and the Annual 
Retirees Breakfast to be announced in May 2016.

What Does the EWURA Legacy Mean to You?
Another year brings new opportunities to continue the EWURA legacy 
of providing scholarship funding to noteworthy EWU students. With the 
cost of tuition just over $7,000 per year, reaching our $100,000 goal for 
the Golden Eagle Endowment is critical to ensuring the annual award 
in perpetuity. Until then, we rely on the Golden Eagle Pass Through 
Fund to provide the scholarship award. As you will note in the article, 
Scholarship Fund Falls Short for Bryce Dressler, we have some challenges.

With just over $30,000 needed to reach our goal for the Golden 
Eagle Endowment, I’ve highlighted two simple gift types you can make:

Bequests – an easy gift to make that provides an estate tax 
charitable deduction, lessens the burden of taxes on your family and 
leaves a lasting legacy.

IRA Charitable Rollover – a convenient gift to make, IRA owners 
over age 70½ may transfer up to $100,000 each year directly from the 
IRA custodian to qualified charities. The IRA rollover is not taxable on 
the donor’s tax return and there is no need for a tax deduction.

For a confidential inquiry, please call or email me, Dennis Reed, 
EWUF Director of Planned Giving: 509.359.6901, dreed8@ewu.edu.
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Calling All Senior Sojourners!  If you have a good story and a photo about your travels to share or have  
a change of address, tell us so that we can update our records and share your news with your fellow EWURA 
members and friends in an upcoming issue of The Golden Eagle Call. Please send to: EWURA, The Golden Eagle  
Call, 102 Hargreaves, Cheney, WA 99004-2402, or email pspanjer@ewu.edu.

Name  ________________________________________________________________________________

Retirement Year ____________ Department _________________________________________________

Emeritus/a?      c Yes       c No      Title at Retirement:  ___________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________________

Is address new?  c Yes    c No      Phone(s)  ___________________________________________________

Email(s)  ______________________________________________________________________________

Your News ____________________________________________________________________________  

   ______________________________________________________________________________________   

   ______________________________________________________________________________________     

Annual Retirees Breakfast, May 21, 2015

Board and Members to Vote  
on Proposed Amendment
Jay Rea has proposed an amendment to the EWURA Constitution 
that specifies the duties of the “Immediate Past President” (IPP). 
The constitution currently states the IPP is a member of the board, 
but no succeeding IPP would be bound to the task of overseeing 
recruitment and retention of members.

Current verbiage:
EWURA CONSTITUTION as of May 31, 2012
IV. Officers
Officers of the Association shall be a President, a Vice-President, 

a Secretary, a Treasurer and an Historian.
The President shall plan, and conduct all meetings of the 

Association and assume responsibilities for program, business, 
and social functions.

The Vice-President is elected to a three years term and shall be 
responsible for Association programs and shall perform duties 
as instructed by the President. The Vice-President shall assume 
presidential duties in the absence of the President. The Vice-
President shall assume the office of President the second year of 
the term and be the Immediate Past President for the third year of 
his/her term.

The Secretary shall generate and preserve permanent records 
of the actions and correspondence of the Association.

The Treasurer shall keep financial records that carefully reflect 
the income and expenditures of the Association. Paying bills and 
managing expenditures will also be included in the duties.

Rea proposes the following amendment to the constitution after 
“the third year of his/her term”:

“and will oversee the recruitment and retention of members.”
The amendment must be approved by the board and voted by 

the membership after due notice. The EWURA Board will discuss the 
amendment at its regular meeting, 8:30 a.m., Sept. 17. The board’s 
decision on the amendment will be announced at the 10 a.m. 
program meeting. EWURA members will vote on the amendment 
at the Oct. 15 program meeting.

Bryce Dressler spoke at the 
Retirees Breakfast in May. 

Scholarship Fund Falls Short 
for Bryce Dressler
Bryce Dressler is an ambitious EWU 
student. He is inspired by the EWURA 
Golden Eagle Scholarship to avoid 
crippling student debt, complete 
his goals at Eastern, apply for post-
graduate education, combat obesity 
in America and one day give back to 
EWU scholarships.

Unfortunately, the EWURA Golden 
Eagle Scholarship Pass Through 
Fund, which supports the annual 
scholarship award to one student, is 

would take for me to continue my education is daunting,” 
Bryce said. Each year, the Golden Eagle Scholarship covers 
one quarter’s tuition, spread out equally over fall, winter 
and spring quarters, for one student.

Bryce has worked hard to deserve the Golden Eagle 
Scholarship. He was enlisted in the Air Force from 2009-13, 
serving in Texas, Ohio and Afghanistan. While stationed in 
Ohio, he volunteered with the Wounded Warrior Project 
and participated in the annual Air Force Marathon. Bryce 
also helped with a Homes for Heroes renovation project.

In addition to holding an executive position within 
his fraternity, Bryce is the president of the Interfraternity 
Council at EWU. To help fund his educational efforts, 
including the possibility of post-graduate work, Bryce 
has worked full time while taking classes. His cumulative 
GPA is 3.93. Since transferring to EWU from community 
college (U.S. Air Force) system, he has consistently been 
on the dean’s list.

Bryce, a dedicated body builder, says his dream career 
would be to run an organization that focuses on ending 
the increasing threat of obesity in America. To help Bryce 
succeed, please use the enclosed yellow form to mail your 
gift. To donate online, click the red GIVE NOW button at  
sites.ewu.edu/retirees/.

approximately $1,600 short for the 2015-16 academic year.
The Pass Through Fund is an account established to pay 

our annual scholarship award until our endowed scholarship 
fund reaches our target of $100,000.

When you make a tax-deductible gift of any amount today 
to the Pass Through Fund, you will immediately help Bryce in 
his pursuit of a business marketing degree with an emphasis 
in public relations.

“I’m grateful for the EWURA scholarship because I’ve begun 
looking at graduate school tuition costs, and the amount it 

Charles Mutschler 
photographed a 
westbound Burlington 
Northern freight train 
in summer 1979 as 
it climbed toward 
Marshall and Cheney 
after it left Spokane.

All Aboard Sept. 17!
Don’t miss the first meeting of the 2015-16 academic year as 

EWU Archivist and EWURA Historian Charles Mutschler punches 
your ticket for “A Railfan’s Pacific Northwest Sampler.”

Join Mutschler and your fellow retirees Sept. 17 to take a look at 
the changing face of the railroad industry in the Pacific Northwest, 
spanning the past 40 years, as observed by a hobbyist with a camera.
The program starts with Mutschler’s earliest 35 mm slides and closes 
with his change from film to digital photography following the 
discontinuance of Kodachrome.

“This was a time of great change,” Mutschler says. “The Burlington 
Northern Merger was just a year old in 1971, and much of the 
main-line mileage was still jointed rail. Freight trains had cabooses, 
and mixed freight trains predominated. A great variety of freight 
car types and road names were on every freight. There were still 
a lot of early diesels in service. Amtrak, the national passenger rail 
service, began operations in 1971.

“Forty years later, unit trains of grain or other bulk commodities 
and intermodal container trains had become common, and the 
caboose had given way to an electronic end-of-train device on 
the last car.

“Mergers had continued; some major railroads had vanished. 
Amtrak has re-equipped their long-distance trains. Railroads have 
changed along with photography. Welcome aboard for a virtual 
ride!”

Mutschler says his fascination with trains didn’t start down 
the tracks 40 years ago; he has been interested in railroads since 
childhood.

The Sept. 17 meeting begins with refreshments at 9:30, followed 
by announcements and Mutschler’s presentation at 10 a.m. in 
263/265 PUB on the EWU Cheney campus.

EWU retirees enjoy the annual breakfast. It's a perfect time to catch up wih old friends, meet new friends 
and participate in EWURA business decisions.


