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Your Scholarship Impacts a Life

Bryce Dressler, 2015-16 recipient of the Golden Eagle Scholarship, 
dropped by Hargreaves Hall recently to express his gratitude to 
donors who have helped make this a great year at Eastern. Here 
is his update:

I am finishing up my junior year this spring, and I am still 
on path to graduate in spring 2017.

My course work is going great! I recently started 
my 400-level marketing series for my primary major of 
business marketing, and I am thoroughly enjoying the 
material. I decided to double-major in communication 
studies with an emphasis in computer science rather than 
have a public relations emphasis in business.

I am maintaining a 3.91 cumulative grade point average with over 156 credit 
hours completed.

My favorite class this year has been Marketing 411 - Marketing Research. It is one of 
the final series of classes that I have to take to graduate with my degree in business 
marketing, and it is one of the few classes specifically tailored toward what I want to 
do after college. The material is challenging but interesting, so it has kept me occupied 
in my free time trying to learn as much as I can about the topic.

What I was most surprised to learn about myself this year is just how far I could 
stretch myself to be involved on campus. While taking 18 credits a quarter, I have served 
as vice president of my fraternity (Beta Theta Pi), I have more actively volunteered in 
the community, and I am the Associated Students of EWU (ASEWU) academic affairs 
representative on the student government.

In winter quarter, I decided not to run for re-election as president of the 
Intrafraternity Council (IFC) in pursuit of working on the student government instead. 
When I turned over the council to the new IFC president, it was the first time in 
the council’s history that IFC held its term throughout the entire year and provided 
a turnover so the new IFC could pick up right where the previous council left off. 
It was a huge step in the right direction as we work toward being a self-governing 
body in the eyes of the school.

I applied for the academic affairs representative position opening on the student 
government council. I was selected from 16 applicants to serve the students 
throughout the remainder of the year. It has been a very rewarding experience. It 
has given me a lot of insight into the daily ongoing business of the EWU faculty and 
administration and how their resulting decisions impact students. The selection to the 
academic affairs position of the ASEWU is probably the most impactful experience 
for me this academic year.

Now I am running for ASEWU executive vice president. On April 19, we had the 
primary election, which I lead by 10 votes. We posted one of the highest voting 
turnouts in primary history, and we are aiming to do the same for the general election 
May 3. In the outcome that I do not get elected, I will seek a position on the ASEWU 
Superior Court.

If elected to ASEWU, I will spend the summer working for the student government 
in preparation for the upcoming school year. During that time, I will help at the 
firstSTEP orientations for incoming and prospective freshmen as well as speaking 
on behalf of the ASEWU.

So much of what I have accomplished this year is due to the EWURA Golden 
Eagle Scholarship. The scholarship has impacted me because it gave me the financial 

Meet 2016-17 Scholarship Recipient Patrick Hennessy
learn patience, tolerance, humility, responsibility and respect for others. 
Hennessy also worked full time as a carpenter while earning his degree.

After receiving his AAS, Hennessy obtained full-time employment 
and soon began to realize that he needed to further his education in 
order to be of the most help to his clients. He enrolled at EWU in 2014.

Hennessy said understanding abnormal psychology is one thing he 
has learned from classes at EWU that helps him as a chemical dependency 
counselor. “My understanding of abnormal psychology has increased so 
the ability to identify it in my clients has increased our ability to make 
treatment plans that include seeking treatment for their mental health 
issues,” Hennessy said.

Hennessy has had to make some very difficult but very positive changes 
in his life to plan and reach his career goal. With a cumulative grade point 
average of 3.94, he has consistently been on the Dean’s List since his 
enrollment at Eastern. After he receives his bachelor’s degree in psychology, 
he plans to apply for a master’s degree in counseling education. Hennessy 
is committed to helping clients who are facing the same challenges he has 
faced, and, by obtaining a master’s degree, he knows he will be equipped 
to serve clients who have accompanying mental health and trauma issues.

Hennessy expressed his excitement and appreciation for the EWURA 
scholarship, and he is looking forward to using his education to give 
back to society.

“This scholarship will enable me to pursue my goals of entering 
graduate school,” Hennessy said. I decided to do what it takes to get 
my BA, including taking on student loan debt, but as I continue my 
education, the idea of increasing that debt is daunting. With less financial 
concern, I will be more able to continue working toward education that 
will allow me to make a real difference for my clients.”

Patrick Hennessy has been selected to 
receive the 2016-17 EWURA Golden Eagle 
Scholarship.

The psychology major has a packed 
schedule. While taking a full load at Eastern, 
he is working as a full-time chemical 
dependency counselor at a Spokane agency 
in afternoons, evenings and weekends.

“I feel fortunate to watch others get 
well and overcome adversity,” Hennessy 
said. “I hope to empower them to make 
real changes, and I credit them for doing 

the work. What inspired me to continue my education in psychology 
was the high percentage of my clientele with co-occurring disorders 
(chemical dependency and another mental health disorder) that need 
a counselor that can address their co-occurring issues with them to 
achieve true recovery.”

Hennessy personally benefited from help from chemical dependency 
counselors who he said helped him feel empowered to affect real 
changes in his life. “I also felt as though they believed in me,” he said.

In 2011, Hennessy enrolled in the Chemical Dependency Professional 
Studies Program at Spokane Falls Community College. He received 
his AAS degree in December 2013. During that time, as a person in 
recovery, he was an active participant and volunteer in community 
support meetings. He became the business meeting chair for a large 
local group. He mediated meetings, kept order, ensured that all opinions 
were heard and that meetings started and finished on time, and managed 
votes on discussion items. Hennessy said that experience helped him 
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(Scholarship, continued from Page 1)
freedom to overload my course load and cover the costs of additional 
books, tutoring, and travel as I have taken some night classes at the 
EWU Spokane campus. The scholarship has further motivated me to 
achieve my goals.

I would like to say thank you to all the donors and future donors of 
the EWURA Golden Eagle Scholarship. Coming from a small high school 
and a small fraternity, I haven’t had  interaction with an association that 
had the ability to help me on the scale the EWURA has.

It is less about the monetary value and more about the principle 
of the scholarship. To have a large group of Eastern Eagles willing to 
help accelerate a younger Eagle’s career outside of college is huge. 
The scholarship contributed to offsetting costs of additional textbooks, 
peripheral items (graphing calculators, online programs like Connect 
for classes), and increased tuition from overload costs.

Lastly, it helped offset the cost of an advanced graduate placement 
exam prep course, which will hopefully get me into a top-tier MBA 
program.

Again, I cannot thank you enough for your continuous involvement 
in the success of Eastern Eagles, and I hope to be able to contribute 
back to the program that so graciously helped me when I needed it.

Bryce Dressler

The Greatest Generation  
in WWII America and Britain
By Rita and Martin Seedorf

Rita and Marty 
Seedorf, and Floyd 
Cloke enjoyed dinner 
April 7 at the new 
Marketplace Bakery 
& Eatery before the 
Seedorfs presented 
“The Greatest 
Generation in WWII 
America and Britain.” 
Newspapers that 
included headlines 
declaring the start 
and end of the 
war were shared 
along with many 
stories about 
what attendees 
remembered from 
the war years. 

A large group of 
EWU retirees met 
April 7 in the EWU 
Alumni Room at 
the Marketplace 
Bakery & Eatery 

in Cheney to hear Marty and Rita Seedorf talk about “The Greatest 
Generation.”

The term “The Greatest Generation” was coined by NBC news anchor 
Tom Brokaw as he stood at Normandy on the 50th anniversary of the 
beach landings when he told his co-anchor that this is “the greatest 
generation any society has ever produced.”

The Greatest Generation is defined as the soldiers who fought 
during WWII and those who supported them. The presentation told 
of WWII on the battlefront and on the home front in two different 
countries, England and America, in two different voices:  Marty’s and 
Rita’s.

The term is used in celebratory popular history in both countries 
and contributes by presenting to a wider audience than is usual for 
professional history books. Books on WWII are more popular now than 
those on the Civil War, and are second in sales only to cookbooks.

Marty surveyed the prewar period from appeasement in the 1930s 
through the early German conquests and the fall of France in 1940. 
During this time, Britain stood alone and was constantly under attack 
between the fall of France and the entry of the Soviet Union and the 
U.S. in 1941.

The British had a number of successes, including code-breaking 
(Enigma), radar (Chain Home), early Sonar (Asdic), atomic research 
(Tube Alloys), methods of escape and evasion for downed pilots, and 
espionage and counterespionage.

The Americans also had some early successes in the Pacific after 
Pearl Harbor, including the breaking of the Japanese naval codes 
(Purple), and the battles of Coral Sea and Midway. Throughout the 
war, the German army proved superior to all others except in numbers, 
where the Soviet Union was particularly crucial. Of the three armed 
service branches, the army was the most important yet the least 
successful. Air and navy were crucial in support, but the soldiers on 

the field win wars.
One area where the British distinguished themselves was in 

deception and counterintelligence. They turned German agents into 
counterspies under a program called Double Cross, which helped 
divert attention from the Normandy beaches to give Gen. Eisenhower 
the time he needed to make the Battle of Normandy successful.

The German spies turned double agents for the British convinced 
the Germans that the land invasion was coming from Dover to Calais 
or from Scotland to Norway. Hitler still continued to believe this many 
days after the landing.

Rita told of the WWII home fronts in America and England in the 
voices of the two main characters from the fictional book, Letters from 
Brackham Wood, which she coauthored with Margaret Verhoef. Their 
lives highlight the differences between the home fronts in the two 
countries.

Moira, the character in England, was an orphan supporting herself 
by working as a maid-of-all-work. Many of the homes in which she 
worked had no source of water inside the house. Others had running 
cold water, which was heated on the kitchen stove, and the main heat 
in the house also came from the kitchen range. Her American cousin, 
Margaret, was one of the first women to earn a degree in medicine. 
Her Spokane house had hot and cold running water and a furnace 
for central heating.

In England, Moira watched trenches being dug in the village green. 
As soon as war was declared on Sept. 3, 1939, every man, woman and 
child in Britain was issued a gas mask, and gas mask drills were held 
in schools and community centers. All citizens were required to carry 
them whenever they left home. Rationing began as foodstuffs became 
more and more rare.  German submarines torpedoed supply ships 
that crossed the seas with provisions for the island nation of Britain.

Margaret, safely settled in Spokane, thousands of miles from 
bombings, did not want her country to go to war. Nor did she want 

her husband to be called to active duty. But she also realized that 
Britain could not continue to fight Germany on its own much 
longer. Once Pearl Harbor was bombed, America declared war, 
and rationing began in America.

As the war progressed, Moira became engaged in war work 
in England. She was part of the deceptions that convinced the 
Germans that the invasions would come at Calais or Norway.

In the aftermath of WWII, the early Cold War (1945-49) began. Its 
origins were in Europe, and it affected both the U.S. and the Soviet 
Union as the former allies took different sides.

Intelligence was very important. In Britain it was MI5 at home 
and MI6 abroad. In the U.S. it was the FBI at home and the OSS 
abroad until the latter was disbanded and later resurrected as the 
CIA in 1947. Crucial in the Cold War intelligence battle were nuclear 
secrets and atomic weapons. The most famous of the Cold War 
spies were the English Cambridge Five – Philby, Burgess, Maclean, 
Blunt and Cairncross – who passed allied secrets, especially on 
atomic weapons, to Stalin. As Britain and the U.S. faced the Soviet 
Union in the Cold War, they no longer fought fascism and Germany 
but were united in the renewed battle against the Soviet Union.

Rita and Margaret’s recently published sequel to Letters from 
Brackham Wood is the historical mystery, Letters from a Wary 
Watcher. It continues their stories into the Cold War era.

HEAR THIS
Maybe there is some hope to address my 
whining about noise. In a recent article in 
The Atlantic, one Alana Semuels claims 
that “The Future Will be Quiet.” I don’t 
share her optimism, but she does have 
something to say. She points out, for 
example, that electric cars are essentially 
soundless. Okay, but when will all cars be 
that quiet? Also, she declares a “truce on 
leaf blowers.” Okay again, but I once had 
an electric one. So what else is new? She 

notes, too, that commercial aircraft have become quieter. Hooray! 
That is true.

When I was on our faculty at EWU, I taught a course called Acoustics 
and Psychoacoustics. This was a class on what can be heard and how. 
Sound differs from all other types of radiation in that it travels outward 
in all directions. Light, for example, travels in straight lines: light rays. 
So, her claim that we can have “targeted sirens” is not quite accurate. 
Yes, we can construct barriers; you see them along freeways. But, given 
that sounds travel in all directions, some of it must go over the barrier. 
Indeed, the barrier helps, but it’s only a partial “target.” I suppose I don’t 
share all of her optimism.

The noisy restaurants will be unaffected by quiet automobiles or 
sound barriers; they will still be noisy. There will still be, I’m afraid, those 
among us who think that noise-induced hearing loss is somehow 
desirable, that too-loud sound is a good thing. Some even want to 
call that music! Okay, that’s an opinion.

Will our environment become quieter? Probably – but how much 
and how soon?

It has been a delight and an honor to be your president this year. 
We began the year pessimistically and have ended up beat – thanks 
to all of you. To incoming president Fran: Keep up the good work. You 
have made a difference.

Sandy Gerber, 
2015-2016 EWURA President

In Memoriam
Pete Exline, 95, died April 7, 2016. The emeritus professor of 
music retired from Eastern in 1979 after 19 years of service.
Stan Troyer, 85, died April 25, 2016. He retired in 1996 from 
EWU Custodial Services after 19 years of service.


