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Due to impending Pence Union Building 
(PUB) remodeling, we are trying to nail down 
a consistent meeting room for the 2016-17 
academic year. Scheduling staff members are 
scrambling to find meeting space for numerous 
groups as the PUB space goes offline. 
Throughout the year, please read The Golden 
Eagle Call, postcard announcements, email 
and EWU Retirees Association Facebook posts 
for updated meeting locations. If you do not 
receive EWURA email announcements, please 
email pspanjer@ewu.edu to have your name 
added to our email list.
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September 15, 2016 (Thursday): EWU Dean 
of Special Projects Judd Case, PhD, is one of 
two recipients chosen worldwide for the 2016 
Scientific Committee on Antarctic Research 
Visiting Professor Award. Case will have a 
fascinating presentation about his dinosaur and 
Antarctic research. Refreshments, 9:30 a.m.; 
presentation, 10 a.m.; 205 Monroe Hall on 
the EWU Cheney campus.
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He’s on the Case: Advances in Antarctic Research

EWU Dean of Special Projects Judd Case, PhD, has been 
involved in Antarctic biological research for 22 years.  
At EWURA’s Sept. 15 meeting, Case will share some of 
his significant findings and what the future holds for 
him as he discovers more about the region’s 45 million-
year-old past.

In 2004, Case and a team of researchers discovered a 
previously unknown dinosaur. After continuing research 
on that dinosaur, Case and an Eastern student will present 
their findings in October at the Society of Vertebrate 
Paleontology in Salt Lake City, Utah.

Case was recently honored when he was selected 
as one of two recipients of the prestigious 2016 Scientific Committee on Antarctic 
Research (SCAR) Visiting Professor Award.

In July 2017, the visiting professorship will take Case to Museo de La Plata in Buenos 
Aires, Argentina. The museum is home of the Natural Sciences School of the National 
University of La Plata. The anthropological museum houses 3 million fossils and relics.

While there, Case will provide a workshop-style series of lectures. In addition, he  
will work with colleagues at the university to continue collaborative research they 
began in 1995. Since that time, Case and fellow researchers in Argentina’s Antarctic 
Institute and paleontologists from Museo de La Plata have been collaborating 
and discovering hidden dinosaurs from a distant past. Together they will attempt 
to answer questions about the relationship between the region’s fauna that are  
45 million years old and how they fit in with South America.

“We have had very successful trips down there working with them, great 
opportunities,” Case said. “We’ve had this wonderful collaboration, and now it’s time 
to get it kicked off anew again.”

SCAR initiates, develops and coordinates high-quality international scientific 
research in the Antarctic region (including the Southern Ocean), and on the role of 
the Antarctic region in the Earth system. 

Readers’ Theater Welcomes You

EWURA Readers’ Theater is a group that enjoys reading great stories out loud and 
socializing with great people.

Join in the fun this fall! The group will meet at noon in the Cheney Library 
community room on Sept. 22, Oct. 27 and Nov. 17.

Questions? Email Rita Seedorf, ritaseedorf@gmail.com.

Please Volunteer Your Time and Talent

Serving on the EWURA board is a privilege and fun. If you would like to know more 
about how you can volunteer your time and talent, please contact President Fran 
Sherwood at the EWURA office phone, 509.359.4559, or email retirees@ewu.edu.

In Memoriam
Virginia Asan, 88, died July 3, 2016. She retired from EWU in 1986 
after 24 years of service as faculty in Physical Education, Health and 
Recreation.
Nadine (Barrett) Schmelzer, 74, died July 9, 2016. She retired from 
EWU in 2006 after 28 years of service in Student Financial Services.
Russ Hubbard died July 27, 2016. The emeritus professor of 
education retired from EWU in 1999 after 20 years of service.
Marvin Oliver, 89, died Aug. 28, 2016. He retired from EWU in 1993 
with 23 years of service as a professor in the Department of Education.

EWURA Golden Eagle Endowment

Another year brings new opportunities to continue the EWURA legacy 
of providing scholarship funds to noteworthy EWU students like 
this year’s recipient, Patrick Hennessy. A psychology major, he has a 
packed schedule taking a full load at Eastern and working as a full-
time chemical dependency counselor in afternoons, evenings and 
weekends. Patrick’s scholarship will pay for one quarter of his tuition 
with funds made available via the Golden Eagle Scholarship Pass 
Through Fund. The cost of tuition is just over $6,000 per year. Reaching 
our $100,000 goal for the Golden Eagle Endowment is critical as it will 
provide the annual award in perpetuity and eliminate our dependence 
on the pass-through fund.

With just over $23,000 needed to reach our goal for the Golden 
Eagle Endowment, note this exciting update on the IRA Rollover.  
In December 2015, Congress enacted a permanent extension of  
the IRA charitable rollover. As a result, individuals age 70½ or older 
can make gifts directly from their IRA to EWU in 2016 and beyond. 
Benefits include: 

• avoid taxes on transfers of up to $100,000 from your IRA to our 
organization

• satisfy your required minimum distribution (RMD) for the year
• reduce your taxable income, even if you do not itemize deductions
• make a gift that is NOT subject to the 50 percent deduction limits 

on charitable gifts
• help further the work and mission of the EWURA
For more information, call or email EWUF Director of Planned Giving 

Dennis Reed: 509.359.6901, dreed8@ewu.edu

EWURA President Fran Sherwood invited EWURA members to a special  
Aug. 25 meeting at Cheney Marketplace. Several retirees joined her for lunch 
to discuss EWURA mission, objectives and constitution. Recommendations 
will be discussed at the September EWURA Board meeting.

Get your tickets for EWU Libraries’ Oktoberfest 2016: 
HAUNTED HALLS, Oct. 22, JFK Library! Purchase your  
table before Oct. 1 and receive early-bird pricing!  
ewu.edu/Oktoberfest or 509.359.6915
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Annual Retirees Breakfast
Hundreds of EWURA members gathered May 
19, 2016, for one of the most popular events 
of the year, the Annual Retirees Breakfast. It 
was hosted by EWU President Mary Cullinan.

EWU President Mary Cullinan briefed retirees on 
the 2015-16 academic year and outlined some of 
her goals and initiatives for the coming year.

New retirees were welcomed to the association.

Discussion during the breakfast drew a show of hands.

Treasurer’s Report
Congratulations and thank you! Generous EWURA members are 
continuing to donate to the Golden Eagle Scholarship Endowment 
Fund, bringing it closer to the $100,000 goal that will ensure the 
scholarship is awarded in perpetuity. In addition, donations to the 
pass-through fund enable your association to award one quarter’s 
tuition to one student each year (distributed over three quarters).

Your $15 annual dues provide for other business expenses, including 
refreshments at the monthly meetings.
• EWURA Checking Account Balance, July 22, 2016: $2,247.45
• EWURA Golden Eagle Scholarship Endowment Fund, July 31, 2016: 
fair market value, $95,206.21; principal, $76,340.38
• EWURA Golden Eagle Scholarship Pass Through Fund, July 31, 2016: 
$2,477.84
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Calling All Senior Sojourners!  If you have a good story and a photo about your travels to share or have  
a change of address, tell us so that we can update our records and share your news with your fellow EWURA 
members and friends in an upcoming issue of The Golden Eagle Call. Please send to: EWURA, The Golden Eagle  
Call, 102 Hargreaves, Cheney, WA 99004-2413, or email pspanjer@ewu.edu.

Name  ________________________________________________________________________________

Retirement Year ____________ Department _________________________________________________

Emeritus/a?      c Yes       c No      Title at Retirement:  ___________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________________

Is address new?  c Yes    c No      Phone(s)  ___________________________________________________

Email(s)  ______________________________________________________________________________

Your News ____________________________________________________________________________  

   ______________________________________________________________________________________   

   ______________________________________________________________________________________     

EWURA: Perspectives of the President

Welcome to the EWURA 2016-2017 
academic year. It is my privilege to serve 
as your president for the coming year.

EWURA has a proud and lengthy 
existence and is among the few eastern 
Washington universities that provide 
a structured forum for retirees to share 
experiences, be informed about interesting 
and relevant topics and assist students 
with a scholarship fund. If you are receiving 
this newsletter, you are a retiree from EWU 
and are invited and encouraged to be 

associated with EWURA.
Last year (2015-16) at our third-Thursday-of-each-month meetings, 

besides visiting over coffee/treats, some of the topics presented and 
enjoyed included:

• Railroad History in Eastern Washington
• Long-term Care Ombudsman Program in Washington
• Master Gardner Tips
• Road Scholar Travel Program
• EWU Music Program Selections
• Health and Wellness Panel
• Bio Microorganisms
• Christmas Party
• President’s Breakfast
This year, on our Sept. 15 meeting from 9:30-11:30 a.m., our EWURA 

vice president, Ron Dalla, will be organizing an interesting and 
informative program. If you have any suggestions for a topic, please 
contact the EWURA at retirees@ewu.edu. Please keep tuned in and 
join us for coffee, treats, good conversation and topics of interest.

Over the summer, the EWURA Golden Links Coed Golf League 
was very active and successful. Information about the league will be 
reported, and watch for next year’s offerings. This group does have a 
good time.

In addition, this year we will be expanding our outreach to the 
university and local communities as outlined in our Goals and 
Objectives. Our website will be updated and the fall, winter and  
spring newsletters will be available on the website as well as other 
information that is interesting to EWU retirees. The website address is 
sites.ewu.edu/retirees/

In closing, please let me emphasize that the EWURA is for all EWU 
retirees: administrative exempt, classified, faculty and even upper 
administration. Nothing is expected but to enjoy your company at the 
monthly meetings. We do encourage people to join the association, 
but that is not a prerequisite to join the community for coffee/treats 
and interesting programs.

Dr. Fran Sherwood
2016-17 EWURA President

Mark Your Calendar: EWURA Meeting Dates
2016: Sept. 15, Oct. 20, Nov. 17, Dec. 15
2017: Jan. 19, Feb. 16, March 16, April 20, May 18
Due to the Pence Union Building remodeling project, locations  
will be announced.

The EWURA Golden Links Coed Golf 
League that began in April at The 
Fairways Golf Course concluded 
Aug. 29. Golfers enjoyed a putting 
tournament, barbecue lunch, trophy 
awards, business meeting and door 
prizes. This was the league’s 10th 
season. This year, the league voted 
to donate $1,000 raised in dues 
to the Golden Eagle Scholarship 
Endowment Fund. 

EWURA Golden Links Golf League Concludes 10th Year

Above, left to right: Pete Habets earned the EWURA Golden Links 
Coed Golf League Putting Tournament trophy and the 2016 men’s 
nine-hole division; Kathy Sawtells won the women’s 18-hole division 
and she challenged more women to join the league next year to give 
her more competition; Randy Carlson and Jerry Uppinghouse tied 
for the men’s 18-hole championship. Far right:  Kathi Eckerich is the 
women’s nine-hole champion. 


