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Jan. 19, 2017 (Thursday): Sandy Jones, the 

executive director of Free Reign Therapeutic 

Riding Center, will discuss the adaptive 

riding and horsemanship programs available 

to children and adults with disabilities. 

Refreshments, 9:30 a.m.; presentation,  
10 a.m.; Monroe Hall second-floor lounge, 
EWU Cheney campus.

Feb. 16, 2017 (Thursday): EWU Provost Scott 

Gordon, PhD, will provide an overview of the 

background and philosophy for the recently 

unveiled Academic Affairs Reorganization 

and Reinvestment. He will examine why the 

reinvestment will position EWU for the future, 

provide the framework for student success and 

generate innovate curricular and programmatic 

concepts.
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EWURA President’s Perspectives
Welcome to the new calendar year of 2017. I sincerely 
hope you had a restful holiday season.  EWURA had 
a fun-filled holiday gathering Dec. 16. The weather 
outside was frightfully cold but brave souls wrapped 
up and came out to celebrate with friends. EWU’s Event 
Planning did a marvelous job of decorating the second 
floor lounge of Senior Hall on campus. The Pendleton 
blanket toss gathered funds for EWU’s scholarship fund 
and the blanket was won by Rita Seedorf.

Looking forward to the New Year, again all retirees 
and especially the retirees from the past year are invited 
to become members and join us each third Thursday 

of the month for an enjoyable program and cup of coffee and treats. Guests are 
welcome to the programs at all times.

As 82-year old Academy Award-winning Italian film actress Sophia Loren said, 
“There is a fountain of youth: it is your mind, your talents, the creativity you bring 
to your life and the lives of people you love. When you learn to tap this source, you 
will truly have defeated age.”

An issue that keeps recurring to me is the great benefit to community we 
can make as we retirees find opportunities to volunteer in some capacity. Other 
retirees are using their minds, talents, creativity, etc. in a variety of other interesting 
endeavors. EWURA will be seeking accounts of various experiences in retirement 
to serve as examples and/or inspiration to those of us who seek meaningful ways 
to live and/or give to others.

I have been involved with EWURA for a little over two years, and as your president 
this year, I would like to recognize and thank the volunteer EWURA board for their 
service in assisting with the organization of our group: Past President Sanford 
Gerber; Vice President (program planner) Ron Dalla; Secretary/Treasurer Jay Rea; 
Members at large – Floyd Cloke, Nancy Todd and Ed Yarwood; Historian Charles 
Mutschler and Scholarship Chair Karen Raver.

The Board meets from 8:30-9:30 a.m., just before the program meeting on the 
third Thursday of each month. These meetings are not closed and anyone can 
come and join the discussions.

In closing, please remember this is your organization and any feedback or 
questions to the group by EWU retirees is most appreciated.

Fran Sherwood, PhD
2016-2017 EWURA President

Have You Paid Your Dues?
If you have not yet paid your $15 annual dues, please complete the top half  
of the enclosed yellow form, make your check payable to EWURA, and mail to 
102 Hargreaves Hall, Eastern Washington University, Cheney, WA 99004-2413. 
Your membership dues provide for the association’s business expenses, including 
refreshments at the monthly meetings.

EWURA Board Has a Spot for You
EWURA seeks to immediately fill the secretary/treasurer position. If you would like 
to know more or volunteer your time and talent, please contact President Fran 
Sherwood at the EWURA office phone, 509.359.4559, or email retirees@ewu.edu.

In Memoriam
Jerry Johns, 92, died Sept. 22, 2016. He was faculty in the Biology 
Department for 19 years, retiring in 1983.

Don McLaughlin, 66, died Oct. 17, 2016. He was faculty in the 
Theatre Department for 11 years.

Mildred M. “Milli” Thompson, wife of Emeritus professor Duane 
Thompson, PhD, died Aug. 31, 2016, in Sun City West, Arizona. She 
was 86. 

Giving to the Golden Eagle Scholarship 
Made Easy
To make your gift of any amount to the EWURA Golden Eagle 
Scholarship Pass Through Fund or Endowment Fund, use bottom 
section of the enclosed yellow form. 

The “annual donation” you give will go toward the Pass Through 
Fund, which will help pay for Patrick Hennessey’s scholarship this 
academic year.

The “endowment donation” you give will help grow the 
endowment to ensure the Golden Eagle Scholarship is awarded in 
perpetuity. You may donate any amount. When you make a gift of 
$350 or more, you will become an EWURA Lifetime Member.

Treasurer’s Report
Generous EWURA members are continuing to donate to the 
Golden Eagle Scholarship Endowment Fund, bringing it closer to 
the $100,000 goal that will ensure the scholarship is awarded in 
perpetuity. In addition, donations to the pass-through fund enable 
your association to award one quarter’s tuition to one student each 
year (distributed over three quarters).

Your $15 annual dues provide for other business expenses, 
including refreshments at the monthly meetings.

• EWURA Checking Account Balance Sept. 16, 2016: $2,425.93
• EWURA Golden Eagle Scholarship Endowment Fund,  

   Oct. 12, 2016: fair market value, $95,615.26; principal,  
   $76,340.38

• EWURA Golden Eagle Scholarship Pass Through Fund,  
   Nov. 17, 2016: $2,591.20.
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Calling All Senior Sojourners!  If you have a good story and a photo about your travels to share or have  
a change of address, tell us so that we can update our records and share your news with your fellow EWURA 
members and friends in an upcoming issue of The Golden Eagle Call. Please send to: EWURA, The Golden Eagle  
Call, 102 Hargreaves, Cheney, WA 99004-2413, or email pspanjer@ewu.edu.

Name  ________________________________________________________________________________

Retirement Year ____________ Department _________________________________________________

Emeritus/a?      c Yes       c No      Title at Retirement:  ___________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________________

Is address new?  c Yes    c No      Phone(s)  ___________________________________________________

Email(s)  ______________________________________________________________________________

Your News ____________________________________________________________________________  

   ______________________________________________________________________________________   

   ______________________________________________________________________________________     

Good News for Snow Lovers:  
Winter 2016-17 Outlook

There’s always 
something to 
talk about 
when it 
comes to the 
weather, and 
Robert Quinn, 

PhD, meteorologist and retired EWU professor of geography, had lots 
to say about predictions for the Pacific Northwest’s winter weather 
patterns.

Based on computer models and pressure patterns, Quinn told the 
November gathering of EWURA members that they can expect lots 
of moisture this season – with snow in the mountains and snow/rain 
mix in the valleys. Quinn reminded the group that even with models, 
meteorologists can only accurately predict 10 days out.

This year’s models indicate that we should be prepared for a La 
Niño event this winter (although a pretty weak one). La Niña (the 
little girl) is characterized by unusually cold ocean temperatures in 
the Equatorial Pacific, compared to El Niño, which is characterized 
by unusually warm ocean temperatures in the Equatorial Pacific. For 
the Pacific Northwest, La Niña typically arcs a strong jet stream to 
the north offshore, then pushes it back into the Northwest. In turn 
that tends to bring more frequent occasions of cooler and wetter 
weather. Quinn pointed out that we had just experienced the wettest 
October on record. 

Quinn told the audience that it won’t be anything like the record-
breaking winters of 2008-09 or 2009-10.  The winter of 1949-50 was 
a previous benchmark for record snowfall. 

“We’re not looking for a monster,” said Quinn reassuringly. 

EWU Paleontologist: Past and Future
There’s the past – a few years ago – and then there’s the past – 75 
million years ago. 

At the EWURA September meeting, EWU Dean of Special Projects 
Judd Case, PhD, talked about the recent 
and distant past, as well as the future. His 
presentation title was Dinosaurs from the 
Latest Cretaceous (65-75 Million Years Ago) 
from Antarctica.

In summer 2004, Case and a team of 
international researchers found pieces of 
ancient dinosaurs on the James Ross and 
Vega islands of the Antarctic Peninsula.  

The team traveled to the islands by 
ship, plane and helicopter. Once there, 
they pitched tents at their home base. 

Case described summer in the Antarctic: “It’s like a good winter day 
in Spokane, not too cold and snowy.”

Searching for dinosaur remains was tedious business, but a trained 
eye knows what to look for. Case explained that dinosaur bones 
are more angular than the rounded bones of reptiles. That’s how 
he spotted the bones on the ground that led to his discovery of a 
small, meat-eating velociraptor that would have been about the size 
of a chicken or turkey. He believes it lived approximately 71 million 
years ago. 

“Our raptor is at the base of a family tree,” Case said. 
In the timeframe of that dinosaur – the Mid-Cretaceous Period, it 

is believed Australia, Antarctica and South America were attached. 
Evergreen and flowering plant fossil evidence suggest the climate in 
that region was much warmer, providing plentiful vegetation. Case 
and other scientists continue to question if dinosaurs seasonally 
migrated in and out of the region for food sources. 

That’s where the future comes into play. In July, Case will continue 
the international collaborative research efforts in Argentina to help 
answer questions surrounding the relationship between the fauna 
fossils they have discovered that are roughly 45 million years old, and 
how that fits in with South America. 

USE ANY PHOTO OF JUDD CASE

An EWU Campus Project Update
The EWU Cheney campus is always changing to help ensure student 
success.

At the October EWURA meeting, EWU Associate Vice President 
for Facilities and Planning Shawn King presented construction and 
planning projects.

King described how the university plans for projects, the types 
of projects that are implemented, how the university solicits and 
receives funds, and current and future projects.

“Project development, preparations and implementation are part 
of the university strategic plan, and must support student success, 
access and personal transformation through excellence in learning,” 
King said.

According to King, there are three components of EWU planning: 
the Campus Comprehensive Master Plan (CCMP), the 10-year plan 
and Eastern’s biennia capital request. All three are requirements for 
requesting state capital resources.

“The Washington Legislature wants institutions to have thoughtful 
short- and long-term planning processes that relate to the capital 
request,” King said.

In addition to state-funded capital projects, CCMP addresses 
projects planned to be implemented via non-state resources. 
Examples include the new snyamncut residence hall, which is funded 
from the sale of bonds with payments on the financing coming from 
student housing fees; the current PUB renovation, which is being 
financed from the sale of bonds and payments made through a 
mandatory student fee; and the proposed Natural and Environmental 
Science Testing and Teaching Center (NESTT), which is anticipated to 
be paid by donations from industry and the community.

King described several current projects on the Cheney campus, 
including:

• $7.3 million water system replacement (completed in November)
• $47 million PUB remodel
• $4.8 million design of teaching labs for chemistry, biology, geology 

and physics, and 100-seat auditorium classroom to be built between 
the existing Science Building and PUB (design to be completed in June 
2017); if state funding is approved by the Legislature, construction 
will begin in July or August 2017

• $350,000 Science Building renovation pre-design to remedy 
failing HVAC systems, roof and electrical; update technology to meet 
instructional needs; and replace teaching labs, research labs, faculty 
offices and other amenities

To learn about all current and future projects in the master plan, 
visit: https://access.ewu.edu/facilities/fp-projects/ae1270--ewu-
comprehensive-campus-master-plan-(ccmp).

Proposed Science Building addition.

EWURA Holiday Party
This year’s holiday party was held Dec. 15, 2016, in Senior Hall. While 
the weather was frigid and the roads a bit dicey, the atmosphere at 
the party was warm and cozy. 

EWURA President Fran Sherwood entertained party goers with a 
Christmas trivia contest. Ron Dalla and Floyd Cloke won raffle prizes 
and Rita Seedorf won the beautiful Pendleton blanket used in the 
blanket toss. Donations collected the blanket toss amounted to $300, 
donated toward the EWURA Golden Eagle Scholarship Endowment 
Fund. 

Seedorf's Sequel Available
Rita Seedorf, a retired education professor, 
is the co-author of a new novel, Letters 
from a Wary Watcher: A Moira Edwards 
Mystery, published by Cozy Cat Press. The 
mystery focuses on the Hanford atomic 
works in Richland and the story unfolds 
in correspondence between cousins. The 
novel is a sequel to Letters from Blackham 
Wood, released in 2014.

Before her retirement, Seedorf had 
written academic publications, articles and 
a book on the history of the Jore School, 
the one-room school known as the Cheney 

Normal School Heritage Center, which celebrates EWU’s heritage as 
a teacher preparation school, but she hadn’t written fiction.

Always looking for a new, exciting challenge, Seedorf is currently 
working on the audio version of Letters from a Wary Watcher. She’s 
learning both the technical aspects involved in creating the audio 
book as well as perfecting her British accent!


