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EWURA President’s Greeting
Welcome to another season of retirement.

We have good news—our scholarship fund is now 
fully endowed! Continual building of this fund will 
allow us to expand scholarship opportunities for our 
EWU Students.

We look forward to you joining us at our upcoming 
November meeting and December holiday party.

Nancy Todd, President
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Newsletter Editor
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Nov. 21, 2019 (Thursday)
PRESENTATION BY  
PROVOST DAVID MAY
EWU Interim Provost and Vice 
President for Academic Affairs will 
join us to discuss the university’s 
strategic plan, a planned restructuring 
in the division of Academic Affairs, 
the budget, and enrollment. 
Refreshments, 9:30 a.m.; 
presentation, 10 a.m.; Monroe Hall 
second-floor lounge, EWU Cheney 
campus.

Dec. 19, 2019 (Thursday)
SAVE THE DATE
The annual EWURA Holiday Party 
is scheduled at Dick and Mary Ann 
Donley’s home again this year. More 
information to come.
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In Memoriam

Henry-York “Hank” Steiner, 
Professor Emeritus and revered 
professor of English at EWU, died 
on Sept. 6, 2019 at the age of 87.

Steiner dedicated his life to 
teaching. Long after he reached 
the age when most people trade 
in the daily grind of working for the 
relaxation of retirement, Steiner 
continued to challenge and enrich 
his students. By the time he finally 
stepped away from the classroom in 
June of 2019, he had spent 61 years 

as a professor, 50 of which were at Eastern.
Steiner left behind an admirable legacy of service at EWU. 

He helped create and nurture many new programs, including 
American Indian Studies, Africana Studies, Chicano Education, 
University Honors and Environmental Science.

SAVE THE DATE!
The EWURA Holiday Party  
is planned for Thursday,  

Dec. 19, at the Donley’s home. 
More information to come.

George Berdis died Aug. 28, 2019 at the age of 86. After honorably 
serving in the United States Air Force for 20 years, Berdis worked 
for several Spokane area companies before both he and his wife 
Myrna retired from EWU. George Berdis retired from Custodial 
Services in 1998 after nine years of service to Eastern.

Travis Rivers, PhD, Professor Emeritus, age 81, died July 21, 2019. 
Rivers taught music history and piano at Eastern, and served as 
the Music Department chair for two terms. He also served as the 
concert reviewer for the Spokesman-Review for many years.

James Hoffman, PhD, Provost Emeritus and Professor Emeritus, 
died May 16, 2019 at the age of 77. Hoffman served for six years in 
the senior vice president for academic affairs and provost position 
before returning to teaching and research in the Department of 
Geology. He retired in 2002.

Upcoming University Events

Thanksgiving Dessert Reception – 12–2 p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 14
In celebration of Thanksgiving, please join us for some pie with the president, 
your fellow retirees and EWU employees. Hargreaves Hall Reading Room, 201.

Urinetown: The Musical – EWU Theatre Nov. 15–17 and Nov. 21–23 
(times vary)
Winner of three Tony Awards, Urinetown, is a hilarious musical satire of the legal 
system, capitalism, social irresponsibility, populism, bureaucracy, corporate 
mismanagement, municipal politics and musical theatre itself! All seats are $10 
at the door. The Box Office opens one hour before the curtain goes up, or call 
509.359.2459 to reserve.

EWU Orchestra and Choir Concert: Beyond Baroque – 7:30 p.m. on 
Monday, Nov. 18, EWU Music Building Recital Hall
Listen to the EWU Orchestra and Symphonic Choir present a program titled 
“Baroque and Beyond.” The concert includes Vivaldi’s Magnificat and Corelli’s 
Christmas Concerto. $10 general; $5 senior and student; free to EWU students.

Army ROTC Commissioning Ceremony – 10 a.m. on Friday, Dec. 13, 
Showalter Hall Auditorium
The EWU Army ROTC will be commissioning their program graduates into the 
Army as 2nd Lieutenants at the ROTC Commissioning Ceremony. They welcome 
guests, faculty, staff and friends who wish to join them in congratulating these 
students who have distinguished themselves by earning their commission into 
the US Army along with their bachelor’s degree from EWU.
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Calling All Senior Sojourners!  If you have a good story and a photo about your travels to share or have  
a change of address, tell us so that we can update our records and share your news with your fellow EWURA 
members and friends in an upcoming issue of The Golden Eagle Call. Please send to: EWURA, The Golden Eagle  
Call, 102 Hargreaves, Cheney, WA 99004-2413, or email llangley1@ewu.edu.

Name  ________________________________________________________________________________

Retirement Year ____________ Department _________________________________________________

Emeritus/a?      c Yes       c No      Title at Retirement:  ___________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________________

Is address new?  c Yes    c No      Phone(s)  ___________________________________________________

Email(s)  ______________________________________________________________________________

Your News ____________________________________________________________________________  

   ______________________________________________________________________________________   

   ______________________________________________________________________________________     

A Milestone for the Catalyst Building

A huge milestone for Spokane’s first zero energy building as 
those involved in the unique partnership gathered Monday, Oct. 
21, to celebrate the installation of the last beam atop the five-
story structure—an event known in the construction industry 
as “topping out.”

The Catalyst Building, which will feature Eastern Washington 
University as the primary tenant, is the anchor building to a 
planned innovation hub on the south side of the University 
District. The 150,000 square-foot facility is being built out of 
environmentally friendly cross-laminated timber (CLT), which will 
help reduce energy use in the building.

Eastern will house at least four programs inside the Catalyst 
when it opens fall 2020—Computer Science, Computer 
Engineering, Electrical Engineering and Visual Communication 
Design (VCD).

Eastern Launches Successful Pathways
For Dante Tyler, ’19, getting into the 
University of Washington School of 
Law might not have happened without 
EWU.

Scholarships allowed Dante to 
pursue dual degrees in communication 
studies and political science at Eastern. 
He was also actively involved as a 
student-athlete, in Residence Life and 
as ASEWU President his senior year.

Dante credits the sense of community at EWU for his success. 
He says every professor he asked for a letter of recommendation 
came through and the EWU Career Center was crucial in helping 
him write his law school application.

Dante plans to use his law degree to help lower- and middle-
class people in his community.

Music Professor Inducted into Hall of Fame
Jody Graves, the director of piano 
studies at Eastern Washington 
University, was inducted into the 
Steinway & Sons Teacher Hall of Fame 
in October. Graves was nominated by 
the Steinway Piano Gallery in Spokane.

A letter from Steinway’s CEO 
announcing the impressive honor 
reads, in part: “Your passionate 
commitment to teaching and inspiring 

young people in their study of piano music is commendable and 
rare. Through your efforts, you help students lay the foundation 
for a lifetime of musical and artistic expression”

EWU is lucky to have Graves’ talents in the music department. 
As a solo and collaborative pianist, she has performed across the 
United States and around the world.

YOUR IRA AND CHARITABLE GIVING
From Laura Thayer, Director of Planned Giving

Good news for IRA owners. Congress made 
the charitable use of the required minimum 
distribution [RMD] from your IRA permanent. If 
you are 70 ½ or older, you can direct a portion 
or all of your IRA RMD to charities you support. 
Since fewer of us itemize under the new tax law, this is a great 
way to continue making charitable gifts and still receive a  
nice tax benefit—you pay less income tax. Learn more at 
ewulegacy.org or call the gift planning office 509.359.6901.

Treasurer’s Report

Thanks to our generous donors, the Golden Eagle Scholarship Endowment Fund has exceeded the $100,000 goal which ensures the 
scholarship is awarded in perpetuity!

Remember that your $350 lifetime membership to EWURA goes straight to the endowment fund. Along with your lifetime membership, 
you receive a framed plaque commemorating your membership, and hand-turned wooden pen made by retiree Jackson Martin and 
your name on the EWURA Lifetime Membership plaque permanently displayed in the Walter and Myrtle Powers Reading Room in 
Hargreaves Hall.

Your $25 annual dues provide for other business expenses, including refreshments at the monthly meetings.

As of Oct. 3, 2019:
EWURA checking account balance: $1,665.62
EWURA Endowment – market value: $136,518.89; principal: $102,460.38
EWURA Scholarship pass-through fund: $1,302.91

THE CHARITABLE 
IRA ROLLOVER: 
USE YOUR IRA 
FOR GOOD
If you are over 70½ or older, the IRS requires you to 
take an annual minimum distribution from your IRA 
retirement account. Along with that distribution, comes 
tax on your previously untaxed assets. For some, this 
means taking un-needed income and paying more tax.

But, there is a way to take your required minimum 
distribution, skip the tax and make a meaningful gift to 
support EWU. The IRA Charitable Rollover is easy to 
do, has definite tax advantages and allows you to use 
your savings in a way that means the most to you.

This information is not intended as tax, legal, or financial 
advice. Gift results may vary. Consult your personal financial 
advisor for information specific to your situation.

FOR INFORMATION, CONTACT:
EWU Office of Gift Planning  |  Laura Thayer
Director of Planned Giving  |  509.359.6901

lthayer3@ewu.edu  |  www.ewulegacy.org


