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EWURA COVID-19 POLICY
During EWURA meetings, we will follow 
the state and university guidelines. That 
means we must all wear masks. Speakers 
who are six feet away from the group 
can remove their masks. Members can 
also take off their masks while eating or 
drinking and when asking questions. We 
assume all EWURA members have been 
vaccinated. If not, it would be better not to 
attend the meetings at this point in time. 
We will provide updates if things change. 
Thank you.

UPCOMING EWURA 
MEETINGS:
Here is the schedule of upcoming fall 
meetings for the EWU Retirees Association. 
Meetings are held on the third Thursday of 
the month at 205 Monroe Hall and include 
cookies and coffee. 

Social time runs from 9:30-10 a.m. and 
the guest presentation is from 10-11 a.m. 

THURSDAY, OCT. 21
EWU has close to 600 veterans, service 
members and their families on our 
campus. Dave Millet, a 25-year Army 
veteran and director of the Veterans 
Resource Center, will talk about the 
resources his department provides to  
help these students.

THURSDAY, NOV. 18
Deane Osterman, executive director of the 
Kalispel Natural Resources Department, 
will talk about projects to protect the 
environment. 

STATE OF EWU: COLLABORATING FOR THE FUTURE
Interim President David May delivered the annual 
State of the University address recently, in perhaps 
one of the more historic moments in Eastern’s 139-
year history.

It came 18 months after students, faculty and 
staff were last together on campus, before the 
pandemic changed our lives.

“There is a vibrancy on the mall that we have not 
had since March 2020. Just take a moment and let 
that sink in – March of 2020,” said May.

“There’s a buzz. There’s a buzz that those of us 
who have been around this place know and love. 
It’s intoxicating to feel the energy of so many 
people back in this special place.”

May started his speech with a matter-of-fact statement to mark the occasion: “We 
are back on campus in Cheney, Washington,” proclaimed May, also noting, “I know one 
thing we’ve learned in the last year-and-a-half – we are not an online university.”

The hard-to-believe reality is there are nearly two full classes of Eastern students 
who have not experienced life on campus.

“Students have been awaiting this day perhaps more eagerly than any of us – and 
you can see it in the smiles on their faces,” May said.

Many challenges and critical issues face the university, and May shared a few 
thoughts about the key priorities for Eastern for the upcoming year. They include:

• Seeking more funding from the legislature to fund student support initiatives and  
 our now federally recognized cyber security program. 

• Confronting enrollment challenges to meet student needs and workforce demands.

• Creating a comprehensive academic plan to chart a course for the university.

• Recommitting to the strategic plan created in 2018.

May acknowledged there is plenty to worry about – Covid-19, budgets, enrollment, 
vaccines, mandates and protocols – but points out there are many opportunities if we 
stick together. He challenged the campus to think of all of the positives as we reflect 
on the state of our university.

“If we remain resolute. If we look for solutions rather than blame. If we are creative. If 
we are responsive, if we build together – then we are Eagle Strong.”

Interim President David May 

Students passed through the pillars after Dr. May’s speech in an inspiring return to traditional campus life.

JOIN EWURA NOW!
Fill out the enclosed membership 

form to join our group.  
 

You will enjoy the friendly 
camaraderie and also make a  

positive impact for EWU students.
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DEAR RETIREES, 
 

It has been a tough year and a half, but it looks as though 
things are now getting back to some degree of normality. 
This past year, the EWURA did have some meetings through 
Zoom, but we started getting back to in-person meetings on 
Sept.16 – and that was fun. I hope you will all try to attend as 
many of the EWURA meetings as possible, since it gives us 
all a chance to interact with colleagues, hear an interesting 
presentation, and enjoy a cup of coffee and a few cookies! 

 This mailing includes a form for you to renew your EWURA 
membership for 2021-2022. The fee you pay gives us the 

resources to provide food and, when necessary, technical help to set up equipment for 
guest speakers for our regular meetings. 

Many of you are lifetime members and we thank you for your commitment. The 
money raised through lifetime membership fees greatly enhances our endowment, 
which provides scholarships for EWU students in need. 

Many of you who are lifetime members continue to pay the annual $25 membership 
fee. I hope you continue to do so, as it helps us provide for needs of the monthly 
meetings. Our organization is committed to EWU, and we are generous donors to 
academic departments, student scholarships, athletics and more.  

 As a benefit to our paid EWURA organization members, EWU provides a free 
bus pass. In the past, we automatically issued a bus pass to everyone. The reality is 
that many of us never use those passes. Since issuing the bus passes entails a lot of 
paperwork for EWU and STA, we are now asking you to check the appropriate box 
on the membership renewal form if you want a bus pass. If the bus pass box is not 
checked, we won’t do the paperwork to get you into the STA system. 

If you do decide, later, that you want a bus pass, please let us know by email 
to retirees@ewu.edu or by mail to EWURA, 301 Showalter Hall. We will then reenroll you. 

 Please be advised that new ID cards are required for you to ride the bus. Please 
go to the ID office on the main floor of Tawanka where they will photograph you and 
create a new card. The new cards are red with a white Eastern Eagle.  

EWU is facing many financial challenges, so, as we begin this new academic year, 
let’s all continue to be as generous in the future as we have been in the past. The 
membership form provides us all with an easy way to contribute to the EWU 
Foundation. 

Ed Yarwood 
EWURA President 

EAGLE FLIGHTS  
OFFERS ANOTHER FUN  
EAGLE4LIFE EXPERIENCE
The EWU Alumni Association has created  
a wine club that features wines made by  
Eagles for Eagles. 

The Eagle Flights Wine Club features delicious premium wines that are created 
by alumni-owned and operated wineries throughout Washington state. This special 
fundraiser supports the Alumni Legacy Scholarship Fund. 

Each flight features four bottles of premium wine (from two different wineries) that 
are hand-selected for the Eagle4Life family. Each flight costs between $100 and $130, 
plus tax and shipping and handling. 

This sips for scholarships program has nearly 200 members. To date, the club has 
generated more than $5,000 for Alumni Legacy scholarships that support our EWU 
students.

eagleflightswineclub.com | 509.359.4550.

10% OFF ONE ITEM 
USE PROMO CODE

RETIREDEAG



EWURA GOLF LEAGUE HAS ANOTHER GREAT YEAR
The EWURA Golf League wrapped 
up another successful season in 
August, and league president Jerry 
Uppinghouse is already recruiting for 
2022.

“It’s great camaraderie. We all have 
stories and I’ve yet to meet anybody 
who is in our league who hasn’t had a 
good time,” he says.

Having a good time with old and 
new friends while raising money 
for the EWURA Golden Eagle 
Scholarship Fund is what the 15-year-
old coed league is all about. Members 
pay a $40 league fee that goes 
directly into the scholarship fund, 

with some members making additional gifts.
“It’s not just about golf – it’s about supporting scholarships,” Uppinghouse says.
Some 30 golfers turned out to play in the league this season, with tee times starting 

at 8 a.m. on Mondays at the Fairways Golf Course.
About 80% of the members are EWU retirees. Other working and retired people from 

throughout the community have joined the good-natured league, that has a stroke play 
format, a couple of tournaments and a chance to contribute to help EWU students. 
Uppinghouse is working with Fairways to increase membership all-around.“Everybody 
knows everybody so it is a real comfortable situation.”

EWURA members can chose to play 9 or 18 holes. Because the season stretches 
from late May to late August, golfers can get in as many as 15 rounds. (To learn more 
or sign up, visit www.ewu.edu.retirees) 

The league season wrapped up a few weeks ago with 
Karen Uppinghouse (Jerry’s wife), Dan Daniels and Paul 
Means earning top bragging rights.

It’s fitting that Jerry Uppinghouse would take a lead role 
in raising funds to help Eagles earn their degrees. As part of 
the fundraising team at Eastern, Uppinghouse worked with 
the founding retirees to establish the EWURA Golden Eagle 
Scholarship Fund. Years later, he would find himself joining 
the retirees and donating to the fund.

Above and beyond, Uppinghouse has an Eastern story 
that few can match. He and his wife, Karen, a speech 

language pathologist, are both Eastern alumni and actually met while attending the 
university. Uppinghouse later came to work at EWU as part of the fundraising team, 
starting as a major gifts officer and later transitioning to prospect researcher.

“Eastern is in my heart,” Uppinghouse says.

EWURA GOLDEN EAGLE SCHOLARSHIP 
FUND FACTS

 
• The EWURA Golden Eagle Scholarship funds have awarded about $32,600  
 in scholarships over the years.

• The EWURA Golf League has raised more than $12,000 for scholarships.

• More than 40 awards have been given to help students finish their  
 undergraduate degrees.  

• Golden Eagle scholarships are awarded to Eastern students entering their  
 junior or senior year who have a GPA of 3.5 or above. 

IN MEMORIAM
We’d like to take moment to remember 
some of the outstanding Eastern faculty, 
staff and spouses who passed away 
recently. Our hearts go out to their 
families, as well as our gratitude for 
their many years of service to Eastern’s 
students and community. 

Richard (Dick) Christenson, an EWU 
graduate who worked at the university 
as an administrator in College of Arts, 
Letters & Education, passed away on 
Jan. 4, 2021. 

John Dacey, an Eastern graduate who 
worked as a supply technician in the 
EWU ROTC Department, passed away 
on Feb. 17, 2021. John also served on 
the Eagle Athletic Association Board for 
over 10 years, and acted as president for 
two years. 

Joan DeGon, whose joyous laugh 
brightened the day for EWU staff and 
students for 26 years as she worked 
in Custodial Services, passed away on 
Aug. 21, 2021. 

Karyl Ernsdorff, who worked in the 
Student Financial Services Office for 23 
years, passed away on April 1, 2021.

Charles Hansen, who worked for 
22 years in HVAC/Physical Plant in 
Facilities Maintenance, passed away on 
Feb. 28, 2021.

Norma Juarez passed away on Aug. 
7, 2021. Norma worked for 9 years in 
Business & Finance.

Linda Kuchynski, wife of EWU retiree 
Robert Kuchynski, passed away on Aug. 
19, 2021.

Edward McIntire worked for 29 years in 
Public Administration at EWU. Edward 
passed away on Jan. 1, 2021.

Karen Ocheltree, passed away on July 
8, 2021, after working for 30 years in 
the Dental Hygiene program. Coworkers 
recall that she was kind, supportive and 
always willing to help the students.

Gary Ocheltree, Karen’s loving husband, 
died on Jan. 5, 2021. Gary worked in the 
Paint Shop in Facilities Maintenance for 
27 years.

Arnold Stueckle, Ph.D, died on Sept. 3, 
2021 after nearly 30 years of instructing 
teacher – preparation classes and 
supervising and mentoring student 
teachers in the School of Education.

Barb Richey, VP for Advancement at EWU, and Jerry 
Uppinghouse, president of the EWURA Golf League, 
enjoyed the year-end tournament.

Karen Uppinghouse posses 
with the league trophy.
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EWURA MEMBERS ARE APPRECIATED WANT TO HELP A STUDENT 
FINISH THEIR DEGREE?
By making a year-end gift to 
the EWU Foundation, you can 
provide support for our hard-
working students through the 
coming year, while saving on 
your 2020 income taxes. Your 
gift can support scholarships or 
a program of your choosing.

COMMON YEAR-END GIFTS 
INCLUDE:
• Appreciated Assets (such as 

stocks)—your capital gain— 
can benefit our students 
and create an income tax 
deduction for you. 

• IRA Required Minimum 
Distribution (RMD)—if you’re 
72 or older, your RMD can 
support scholarships and 
lower your taxable income. 

• Charitable Gift Annuity—fund 
a CGA that provides fixed 
payments for life and possible 
income tax benefits with the 
remaining funds to support 
Eastern.

To say 2020 was 
interesting would be 
to put it mildly. Last 
year, Covid-19 put 
the kibosh on nearly 
every special event 
and gathering.

It is refreshing 
to anticipate the 
prospect of future 

events ahead, especially the return to 
campus for everyone – including retirees!

I would like to introduce myself to those 
retirees I have yet to meet in person and, 
also, to say hello to those of you I have 
had the wonderful opportunity to meet in 
person.

My name is Ed Hoffman. I started working 
for the Foundation at EWU in February 
of 2020 (just one month before we shut 
everything down). As the newest liaison for 
the EWURA and Foundation, I am afforded 
the distinct pleasure of working with all 
of you, our amazing retirees! I am here to 
help ensure that everyone who made our 

university great is remembered, informed 
and included in the future greatness and 
excellence of our beloved university.

I had the pleasure of golfing with many 
of our retirees and alumni members in 
the Golden Links Golf League. I made 
a commitment to Jackson Martin to 
receive my “Jack Martin Original Pen” and 
submitted my lifetime contribution of $350 
to the Golden Eagle Scholarship Fund to 
join the Golden Eagle Retirees.

Now, I am not retired, but I’m honored to 
be a part of this great scholarship that future 
EWU students will receive as they work to 
complete their degrees. Thank you for all 
that you do to help our students succeed.

I look forward to the opportunity to meet 
for coffee or lunch with as many of you as I 
can to hear about your time at Eastern, the 
impact you made on EWU, as well as the 
impact the university has made on you.

See you soon, and GO EAGS,

Ed Hoffman Director of Philanthropy
509.359.6132 | ehoffman6@ewu.edu


