
My how quickly time 
flies! It seems like just 
yesterday when I was 
introduced as the 
new EWU Foundation 
liaison – and here 
we find ourselves 
two years later. 
We made the best 
of a bad situation 

during the pandemic. Sadly, we lost some 
friends along the way, one of them being 
Jerry Uppinghouse. Jerry, who led the 
charge for raising funds for the Golden 
Eagle Scholarship and was president of the 
EWURA Golf League, encouraged members 
to raise at least $1000 a year to help grow 
the endowment. He did a great job! The 
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LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING YOU ON THE COURSE 

JOIN EWURA 
NOW!

Reasons to Join:

• Staying connected to your 
favorite campus university. 

• Free Parking on Campus

• Free STA Bus Pass

• Holiday Party

• President's Breakfast

• Treats and Coffee at 
Monthly Meetings

Fill out the enclosed 
membership form and join!

MEET TAYLER WELLS
EWURA SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT

The recipient of this year’s EWURA 
Golden Eagle Scholarship is a go-getter.

Tayler Wells, a criminal justice major 
with a minor in Spanish, is scheduled to 
graduate on time — with honors — in June. 
What makes her accomplishment all the 
more remarkable is that Wells juggles 
a 40-hour work week in the shipping 
department at the Boot Barn in Spokane 
Valley with a full EWU course load all while 
maintaining a GPA that’s above 3.5.

Coming from a middle-class family, Wells 
didn’t qualify for federal grant funds, and is 
on her own to pay for most of her college 
expenses. Like many Eastern students, the 
21-year-old from Goldendale, Washington, 
works hard to avoid college debt.

Wells was thrilled to open her email last 
fall and discover that she was chosen to 
receive the EWURA scholarship — enough 
to cover most of her senior year of tuition.

“I was very shocked. I thought, ‘Oh my 
gosh, they picked me,’” she recalls.

Wells plans to pursue a career in rural 
policing — following in the footsteps of 
her father, Randy Wells, a Klickitat County 
deputy. Although she grew up with a 
father in uniform, it wasn’t until Wells 
went for a ride-along with her dad that 
she decided to explore a career in law 
enforcement.

“When my dad talked to people, he 
treated them like people and not like they 
were already criminals,” says Wells, “I want 
more people like my dad working out 
there.”

With less college debt, Wells has greater 
flexibility in making career choices. She 
says she is grateful for the generous 
support from EWURA members: “I feel 
very honored!”

ISC MURALS INSPIRE OBSERVATIONS 
AND CONVERSATIONS

If you need a reminder that “science is art and art is science,” take a gander at the 
newly installed murals inside the Interdisciplinary Science Center.

A trip through the main doors of the ISC will find two stunning abstract murals, 
titled Expanding and Collapsing. The 12-foot-tall by 16-foot-wide lobby mural is pieced 
together with an estimated 28,800 hand-glazed ceramic and glass cut tiles. A second 
mural, smaller yet equally intricate, is located upstairs. When viewed together, the 
inverted images flow into a diverse continuum of life.

With riverlike veins and prismatic colors that vary depending upon the time of day, 
and how much sun filters into the ISC atrium, the artwork invites “science brains” to 
interpret its message.

“Now that the mural is more complete, I see the cross-section of a cell — and it’s 
beautiful,” says Jennifer Perez, a 38-year-old Master in Biology student from Valencia 
California. Her peer, Logan Becker, a 20-year-old from Kent, Washington — in his senior 
year of environmental sciences and biology, is reminded of a galaxy, a geode or maybe 
even a “bunch of cells grouped together.”

So, what are the murals really about? Any and all of the above, says Dixie Friend 
Gay, a nationally-aclaimed artist who created the inspired work. Friend Gay, a longtime 
science buff, explains that artistic interpretation varies from one person to the next 
because our brains process spaces and images differently. Call it a bit of neuroscience.

Gazing at the upper-floor mural reminds Friend Gay of “looking under a 
microscope.” Bits of tile incorporated into the green-infused mosaic remind her of 
molds, fungus and other micro-biological components of our world. “Doesn’t that look 
like cells?” she asks.

Creating the diverse colors and textures represented in the 50,000-plus tile pieces 
that make up the two murals was a science of its own. Glazes were created with 
custom-mixed chemical compounds enhanced by multiple firing techniques, colored 
and cut to recreate a life-size color printout of the design.

The murals were funded by Washington state as part of the Art in Public Places 
program. David Bowman, dean of the College of Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics, served on an Easten committee that chose the art — and he was thrilled 
with the outcome.

“Having this art here brings so much life to the language of this building,” says 
Bowman, adding that “everyone will see themselves reflected in it somewhere — and 
that’s what you want.”

upcoming 2022-2023 scholarship award 
should be around $6,900.

Speaking of golf, it is time to dust off 
the clubs and regain your swing! Fairways 
will be an 18-hole course  — at least at the 
beginning of the season — but things could 
change anytime during the year. We are 
not sure who will take on the presidential 
duties, but everything will fall into place. 
Do not hesitate to call me with questions, 
concerns or if you would like to discuss a 
personal gift to EWU.

GO EAGS! 
Ed Hoffman
EWURA Foundation Liaison
509-359-6132 or ehoffman6@ewu.edu



GOLDEN LINKS COED GOLF STARTING SOON
REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS WEDNESDAY, APRIL 20

The EWURA Golden Links Coed Golf League is gearing up for 
another season of good-natured camaraderie. Golfers of all abilities 
are welcome to join the group, which includes university retirees, 
faculty and staff nearing retirement, spouses, and friends. 
Individuals can join a foursome or put together their own group. 

The league plays Monday mornings, late April through August, 
at the Fairways Golf Course. Members can choose between 18-hole divisions and 
9-hole divisions and the season includes tournaments, special events and an end-
of-season awards luncheon. (The tee time is 8 a.m. for 18-holes and 10:30 a.m. for 
9-holes.)

League dues cost $35 for the 18-hole division and $25 for the 9-hole division, 
with dues supporting the EWURA Golden Eagle Scholarship Fund. Over the years, 
the league has raised $10,000+ to help Eastern students earn degrees.

Fairways’ greens fees and cart fees apply. Golfers with a season pass to Fairways 
will only pay registration dues. For questions, or to request an application, please 
contact Kathy Sawtells at kathysawtells@centurytel.net.

IN MEMORIAM
It has been a long winter and we 
have lost some outstanding Eastern 
Washington University faculty and staff 
retirees. Our heartfelt condolences 
go out to their families, along with 
our gratitude for their many years of 
service to EWU, its students and the 
community.

Lonnie Christensen, a 32-year employee 
in the Grounds and Physical Plant, 
passed away Sept. 11, 2021.

William (Bill) Clark, faculty in the 
Computer Science Department for 28 
years, passed away on Nov. 27, 2021.

Dixie Crabb, who worked in dining 
services for 9 years, passed away on 
Nov. 16, 2021.

Maxine Davis, who taught physical 
education and coached gymnastics for 
29 years, and was inducted into the 
Eastern Athletics Hall of Fame, passed 
away on Oct. 28, 2021.

Elroy McDermott, who worked for 
more than 30 years at Eastern, served 
as dean of the College of Business and 
Public Administration, and received the 
Trustee’s Medal, died on Nov. 14, 2021.

James Mowatt, who served in the 
custodial department for 29 years, died 
on Jan. 31, 2022.

Ray Osterberg worked for 17 years in 
information resources and passed away 
on Oct. 9,2021.

Robert (Bob) Quinn, geography 
professor for 49 years, died on Oct. 10, 
2021. Quinn, instrumental in designing 
EWU’s wetland program, taught even in 
retirement and was a “go-to” wetlands 
consultant for Spokane County. 

William (Bill) Shaw served in the EWU 
physical plant for 20 years and passed 
away on Dec. 11, 2021.

Robert Smith, who worked in housing 
for 16 years, passed away on Oct. 17, 
2021.

Donald (Don) Wiley, who taught in 
the education department for 17 years, 
passed on Dec. 3, 2021.

Victor Wallace, who served Eastern’s 
University Police for 21 years and rose 
to the ranks of police chief, died on Jan. 
28, 2022.

TREASURER’S REPORT 

AS OF SEPT. 30, 2021:

Current Market Value: ............ $172,985.78
Principal: ....................................... $110,892.38
Golden Eagle Endowment  
Scholarship: ................................. $8,049.18
Checking account: .................. $2,990.80
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DEAR EWURA MEMBERS,
As the pandemic year draws to a close, we are all hoping that 
the difficulties of these past two years will be ending. I know 
this has been a challenging time, but I’m optimistic that the 
future will be bright and cheerful.

The EWURA struggled amid the pandemic but continued 
to meet, first with online sessions in 2021 and then with in-
person sessions this year (although in person has been sparsely 
attended due to fears about the virus).  We are masked up 
during our sessions and, I believe, we are all as fully vaccinated 
as possible.  

We all benefit from membership in the EWURA. Paid members get an extra benefit—
free rides on STA buses. You can access this benefit by sending in your membership 
form with your $25 annual dues, and checking the appropriate box.

The annual breakfast hosted by the 
EWU President is back on for this year. 
It will take place on June 16, instead 
of the more usual month of May.  I 
hope you will plan on attending the 
breakfast as well as future EWURA 
sessions in the 2022-2023 academic 
year. Our meetings provide a chance to 
see friends and colleagues in a relaxed 
setting, hear informative speakers and 
enjoy coffee/tea and cookies together.

We have a leadership team in place through the 2022-2023 academic year, but need 
new people to take on these vital leadership roles, beginning with the 2023-2024 term. 
I hope you will all seriously consider serving as an officer or board member. It is not a 
lot of work and is rewarding and fun!

The EWURA, through your generous contributions, provides scholarships to 
students. Over the years, we’ve helped more than 40 students earn their degrees. And, 
we always stand ready to provide assistance to EWU in any other way we can.

If you have any questions, feel free to contact me at edy343@hotmail.com. Looking 
forward to seeing everyone in April and/or June.

Ed Yarwood
EWURA President

EAGLE CAREER NETWORK
Eastern’s Office of Alumni Relations and the 

EWU Career Center are partnering to help the next 
generation of graduates succeed in the workforce. 
The Eagle Career Network, powered by STCU, is an 
online mentoring community that provides 
on-demand career building opportunities for 
students and alumni alike. Here are some of the 
volunteer opportunities that are available:

• Offer one-time support by reviewing a resume or calling to share professional advice
• Build an ongoing conversation or share your experiences and career journey
• Connect a student or fellow Eagle with like-minded professionals in your profession
• Join a group of Eagles who share similar professional interests, are located in the 

same geographical area, or have an affinity to particular interest

To get involved, please visit Eagle Career Network and register: ecn@ewu.edu

UPCOMING EWURA EVENTS | THIRD THURSDAYS
Spring Music Department Performance | Thursday, April 21 
EWU Music Building, Room 216
Come enjoy a selection of live music performed by some of Eastern’s most 
talented musicians. The morning will feature music by duos, trios and small 
groups. Refreshments will be served at 9:30 a.m. and the concert begins at 10 a.m.

Annual President’s Breakfast with the Retirees | Thursday, June 16
Hargreaves Hall, Powers Reading Room
Join us for breakfast and the opportunity to learn about the latest happenings 
with the EWU Retirees Association and the University. Mark your calendars 
to enjoy good food and friendly conversation. Doors open at 7:30 a.m. with 
breakfast at 8 a.m. and speakers to follow.

Purchase an EWU Alumni 
License Plate and nearly $30 
of every fee goes toward the 
Alumni Legacy Scholarship fund. 
A total of 21 scholarships were 
awarded in 2021, with $48,000 
given to students whose parents 
or grandparents are EWU alumni. 

ALUMNI LICENSE PLATES 
SUPPORT SCHOLARSHIPS

Eastern’s Cheney campus has a new Eagle bus station 
that is roomy and heated.

REMEMBERING JERRY UPPINGHOUSE

We are saddened to report that Jerry Uppinghouse passed 
away on Nov. 9, 2021.

For six years, Jerry volunteered as president of EWURA 
Golden Eagle Golf League. A fun-loving man with an 
infectious laugh, Jerry made the season exciting while raising 
funds to support EWURA Golden Eagle scholarships.

He loved golf and if he could raise money for Eastern while 
doing it, that was all the better, said Karen Uppinghouse, 
Jerry’s wife since 1981. "Eastern was his favorite workplace."

Jerry spent his career working for nonprofits that help 
children. He later worked 14 years in EWU Advancement, helping to raise funds for 
scholarships and other university needs.

Barb Richey, vice president and executive director of EWU University 
Advancement and EWU Foundation, said Jerry is missed: “On and off the golf 
course, he brought joy to me when I would visit with him; whether providing 
feedback about Titleist golf balls, our BMWs, or taking a genuine and caring 
approach to a concern. He was an EWU Eagle through and through.”


